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Abstract:

The efficiency of spatial distribution of public services is one of main objectives of
physical planning of cities because of direct relation with human needs of
population and the ease to reach it. The main objective of the study is to measure
the accessibility to health services as an indicator of the efficiency of its spatial
distribution with respect to residential areas of hilla city. Health services had been
selected as case study of most important services. Two most common measuring
methods used, namely:1) The distance to the closest service, 2) The number of
services within n meters or minutes. Geographic information systems (GIS) used to
measure (Euclidean) distance between the centroid of residential areas and public
services, and to determine the number of services within (200, 500, 1000 m) radius
around the centroids of residential areas . The results showed that there is a
discrepancy in accessibility between health centers in the city of hilla. It was found
that most of the residential neighborhoods located on the margins and outskirts of
the city suffer from difficulty in access because they are located outside the scope
of the health service. The study also concluded the importance of using
measurement methods using Geographic information systems in assessing and
measuring the ease of access to health services in particular and other public
services in general, the results of which can be adopted as a general indicator of the
efficiency of the spatial distribution of various services.

Keyword: Accessibility, Puplic services , GIS.
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