Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
College of Education for Human sciences
University of Babylon

Department of English

Types of Sentences in Newspapers

A Paper Submitted to the Department of English, College of Human Sciences,
University of Babylon, as a Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements for the
Degree of B.A. in English Language and Literature

Submitted By
Atyaf Salah Hassan
Supervised By

Dr.Iman Mingher Obied Muhammad Alshemmery

2023/2024



2023/2024

Dedication
To my family



Acknowledgements
| would like to express my thanks to God and my supervisor Dr.Iman
Mingher Obied Muhammad Alshemmery



Table of Contents

DT [ o= U1 o] o OSSR UPTPR PSPPSR I
ACKNOWIBAGEMENTS ...t re e i
TabIe OF CONLENTS ....veevviciieiice e v
ADSITACT ... et V
SECTION ONE-......i ittt ettt 1
1.0 INErOTUCTION .....oveeeie sttt ettt na e nre e 1
1.1 The Problem Statement of the Study ...........cccccoeeiieiiiie e 2
1.2 Hypothesis of the STUAY .........ccceoiiiiiiii e 2
1.3 Procedures of the StUAY .........ccoveiiiiii e 2
1.4 AIMS OF the STUAY .....ocvviiieceecc e 3
1.4 Limits Of the STUAY ...cc.eeoeieeecec e 3
1.5 The Value 0f the StUAY .......ccoooiiiiicee e 3
SECTION TWO ...ttt sttt ra e 4
2.1 SENTENCE ...ttt 4
2.2 TYPES OF SENLENCES ....cuvvevieiiiecie ettt e e e e 6
CHAPTER THREE ..ottt 11
Data ANAIYSIS ..o iviieieeiie et 11
1200 I 11T [ o4 o o USSR 11
I T - Wolo] | T A o] o USSR 11
3.3 Data ANAIYSIS ....vveiveeiiiieie e e 11
3.3 RESUILS .. 17
CHAPTER FOUR ...ttt 18
(@f0] 0 [od (1151 o] o 1SS 18
REFERENCGES ... ..o e 19



Abstract
The research paper titled "Types of Sentences in Newspapers" aims to define

the concept of a sentence and explore the various types of sentences commonly
used in newspaper articles. Through an analysis of selected data from a range of
newspapers, the study reveals that declarative sentences are the most frequently
employed type, indicating a preference for straightforward statements and
factual information in journalistic writing. In contrast, the use of exclamatory
sentences is found to be the least frequent, suggesting a lesser emphasis on
emotional or exclamatory expressions in news reporting. This research
contributes to a better understanding of sentence structures in newspaper
content and highlights the prevalence of declarative sentences as a key feature
of journalistic communication. The findings underscore the importance of
sentence types in conveying information effectively and engaging readers in the

context of news reporting.



SECTION ONE

1.0 Introduction
In the realm of language, sentences are the fundamental building blocks, the

atoms that construct the molecules of meaning. They are the vehicles through
which thoughts, ideas, and emotions are expressed, traversing the vast expanse
of human communication. As we embark on a journey through the intricate
tapestry of sentences, we delve into the very essence of human expression,
where words coalesce to form intricate patterns of meaning. At its core, a
sentence is a structured sequence of words that conveys a complete thought or
idea. It is a unit of language that possesses both form and function, embodying
syntax, semantics, and pragmatics. Through sentences, we navigate the
complexities of communication, transcending barriers of time, space, and
culture.(Milsark, G. L. (2014).

Beyond its structural elements, a sentence serves myriad purposes, from
conveying information to evoking emotions, from posing questions to issuing
commands. It is a versatile tool wielded by writers, speakers, and thinkers alike,
shaping the contours of discourse in diverse contexts. Whether adorned with
ornate prose or stripped down to its bare essentials, a sentence wields immense
power, capable of captivating minds and stirring souls. The evolution of
sentences mirrors the evolution of human civilization itself, tracing its origins
from primitive grunts and gestures to the sophisticated syntactic structures of
modern languages. Across cultures and epochs, sentences have adapted and
flourished, reflecting the ever-changing landscape of human interaction. From
the hieroglyphs of ancient Egypt to the binary code of the digital age, the story
of sentences is intertwined with the story of humanity. Sentences serve as the
building blocks of narrative, weaving tales that captivate and enchant. From the

epic verses of Homer to the existential musings of Kafka, sentences sculpt



worlds out of words, inviting readers to immerse themselves in realms both real
and imaginary. Through the artful arrangement of syntax and semantics, writers
breathe life into characters, landscapes, and ideas, inviting readers to embark on
journeys of the mind and soul.( Elliott, D. E. (1971).

1.1 The Problem Statement of the Study
The statement of the problem of this research paper is lye on some questions as

follow

1. What is the sentence ?

2. What are the types of sentences ?

1.2 Hypothesis of the Study
This paper hypothesized at:

1. The sentence is a group of words that expresses a complete
thought, consisting of a subject and a predicate. It conveys
information, commands, questions, or exclamations, and follows
grammatical rules.

2. Types of sentences are declarative sentence, interrogative,

exclamatory and imperative.

1.3 Procedures of the Study
1. Analysis of real-world examples from reputable newspapers to identify

the prevalence and purpose of different types of sentences.
2. Examination of how journalists use sentence structure to convey
information, evoke emotions, and engage readers.

3. Exploration of the diverse functions of sentences in news articles.



1.4 Aims of the Study
This paper Aims at:
1. Define the sentence.

2. Explore the types of sentences.

1.4 Limits of the Study
The paper is limited in Types of Sentences in Newspapers.

1.5 The Value of the Study
This research paper could help readers and researchers to get a clear concise

information about the sentence in English language and it types.



SECTION TWO

2.1 Sentence
Sentences in English serve as the fundamental building blocks of

communication, embodying the essence of language and encapsulating ideas,
thoughts, and emotions within a structured framework. From the simplest
declarations to the most intricate narratives, sentences are the vehicles through
which we express ourselves, convey information, and engage in meaningful
dialogue. In this exploration, we delve into the rich tapestry of English
sentences, unraveling their definition, dissecting their components, and
illuminating their role in the mosaic of human interaction and expression. At its
core, a sentence can be defined as a grammatical unit that expresses a complete
thought, consisting of a subject and a predicate. This definition forms the
cornerstone of understanding sentences in English, yet it barely scratches the
surface of their complexity and versatility. Sentences come in various forms,
lengths, and structures, each tailored to fulfill a specific communicative

purpose.( Burton-Roberts, 2021).

The anatomy of a sentence reveals its intricate structure and functionality. At
the heart of every sentence lies the subject, the entity performing the action or
being described. Whether it's a person, place, thing, or idea, the subject anchors
the sentence and provides context for the ensuing narrative. Concurrently, the
predicate complements the subject by conveying the action, state, or relation
expressed within the sentence. Together, the subject and predicate form the
nucleus of communication, enabling us to articulate ideas and convey meaning
with precision and clarity. However, the simplicity of this definition belies the
vast array of sentence types and constructions present in English. From
declarative sentences that make straightforward statements to interrogative
sentences that pose questions, the diversity of sentence functions reflects the

multifaceted nature of human expression. Imperative sentences command,
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Instruct, or entreat, while exclamatory sentences evoke emotion, enthusiasm, or
astonishment. Each sentence type serves a distinct purpose, shaping the tone,

intent, and impact of our communication.( Appelt, D. E., 1992).

The structure of a sentence can vary significantly, adding further layers of
complexity and nuance to its meaning. Simple sentences consist of a single
independent clause, conveying a complete thought in its most basic form.
Compound sentences, on the other hand, contain two or more independent
clauses joined by coordinating conjunctions or punctuation marks, allowing for
the expression of multiple ideas within a single sentence. Complex sentences
incorporate dependent clauses alongside independent clauses, enabling the
formation of intricate relationships between ideas and concepts. the arrangement
of words within a sentence plays a crucial role in determining its meaning and
emphasis. Syntax, the order in which words are organized, governs the
coherence and intelligibility of a sentence, guiding readers or listeners through
its intended message. The placement of modifiers, phrases, and clauses within a
sentence can alter its interpretation, highlighting certain elements while
subordinating others. Thus, syntactic structures serve as the scaffolding upon

which meaning is constructed, shaping the flow and rhythm of language. “’Ibid”.

Sentences in English exhibit remarkable flexibility and adaptability, allowing
for creative expression and stylistic variation. From the concise elegance of
Hemingway's prose to the ornate complexity of Faulkner's syntax, writers
harness the power of sentences to craft narratives that captivate, inspire, and
resonate with readers. Through the judicious use of diction, imagery, and
rhetorical devices, sentences transcend their functional role as conveyors of
information, transcending into vehicles of artistry and innovation.( Radford, A.
2009).



2.2 Types of Sentences
2.2.1 Declarative Sentences:

Declarative sentences are the most common type of sentence in the English
language. They are used to make statements, convey information, express
opinions, or describe events. Declarative sentences typically follow a subject-
verb-object (SVO) structure, although they can vary in complexity depending
on the context.

These sentences serve to provide facts, describe situations, or express ideas in a
straightforward manner. They often end with a period to denote a complete
thought. Declarative sentences play a fundamental role in communication, as
they allow speakers and writers to convey information with clarity and
precision.

In declarative sentences, the subject usually precedes the verb, and the verb can
be in either the active or passive voice. The subject is the entity performing the
action or being described, while the verb indicates the action or state of being.
The object, if present, receives the action of the verb.

Declarative sentences can range from simple statements to complex
explanations, depending on the speaker's intention and the context in which they
are used. They are essential for sharing information, providing explanations,
and engaging in meaningful conversations.

*Examples:*

1. "The cat sat on the mat."”

2. "l enjoy listening to classical music."
3. "Water boils at 100 degrees Celsius."
4. "The Earth orbits around the Sun."
(Nuchelmans, G. (1980).

2.2.2 Interrogative Sentences:

Interrogative sentences are used to ask questions and seek information. They
prompt a response from the listener or reader, inviting them to provide an
answer or clarify a point. Interrogative sentences are characterized by their use
of question words (who, what, where, when, why, how) or auxiliary verbs (do,
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does, did, can, will, etc.) at the beginning of the sentence, followed by the
subject and verb.

These sentences play a crucial role in communication by facilitating dialogue,
eliciting information, and engaging listeners or readers in conversation.
Interrogative sentences can vary in tone and purpose, ranging from simple
Inquiries to more complex interrogations.

Interrogative sentences can be classified into several subtypes based on their
structure and purpose:

1. Yes/No Questions: These questions can be answered with a simple "yes" or
"no™ and typically begin with an auxiliary verb or the verb "to be."

*Examples:*
- "Are you coming to the party?"
- "Did you finish your homework?"
- "Is it raining outside?"

2. Wh-Questions: These questions begin with question words (who, what,
where, when, why, how) and elicit specific information.

*Examples:*
- "What is your favorite color?"
- "Where did you go on vacation?"
- "Why are you late?"

3. Tag Questions: These are short questions added at the end of a statement to
seek confirmation or agreement.

*Examples:*
- "You're coming with us, aren't you?"
- "She's a talented singer, isn't she?"
- "You finished the report, didn't you?"
(Ajdukiewicz, K. (1978).



2.2.3 Imperative Sentences:

Imperative sentences are used to give commands, make requests, or offer
instructions. They are characterized by their direct and authoritative tone, as
they express a desire for the listener or reader to perform a specific action.
Imperative sentences typically lack a subject (you), as it is implied that the
command is directed towards the listener or reader.

These sentences are essential for communication as they enable individuals to
delegate tasks, provide guidance, and express their desires or expectations
clearly. Imperative sentences can vary in tone, ranging from polite requests to
firm commands, depending on the context and relationship between the speaker
and the listener.

Imperative sentences can be classified into several subtypes based on their tone
and purpose:

1. Direct Commands: These imperative sentences directly instruct the listener to
perform a specific action.

*Examples:*
- "Close the door."
- "Please pass the salt."
- "Study for your exam."

2. Polite Requests: These imperative sentences use polite language to make
requests or ask for favors.

*Examples:*
- "Could you please lend me your pen?"
- "Would you mind turning down the volume?"
- "Can you help me with this task?"

3. Suggestions: These imperative sentences offer suggestions or advice without
imposing obligations.

*Examples:*

- "Let's go for a walk in the park."



- "Why don't you try the seafood pasta?"
- "Why not take a break and relax?"
(Hare, R. M. (1949).
2.2.4 Exclamatory Sentences:

Exclamatory sentences are used to express strong emotions, excitement,
surprise, or emphasis. They convey heightened feelings or reactions and are
characterized by their use of exclamation marks at the end of the sentence.
Exclamatory sentences can vary in structure and tone, but they all serve to
convey intense emotions or sentiments.

These sentences play a vital role in communication by allowing individuals to
express enthusiasm, awe, joy, or other intense emotions. Exclamatory sentences
often feature words or phrases that convey excitement or emphasis, such as
"wow," "amazing," "incredible," or "unbelievable."

Exclamatory sentences can be classified into several subtypes based on the
emotions or reactions they express:

1. Surprise or Amazement: These exclamatory sentences express astonishment
or disbelief at something unexpected or remarkable.

*Examples:*
- "Wow! That was an incredible performance!"
- "l can't believe | won the lottery!"
- "What a beautiful sunset!"

2. Joy or Excitement: These exclamatory sentences convey happiness,
enthusiasm, or excitement about something positive or enjoyable.

*Examples:*
- "Hooray! We're going on vacation!"
- "Yippee! It's my birthday today!"

- "Fantastic! | got accepted into my dream college!"



3. Anger or Frustration: These exclamatory sentences express anger, frustration,
or annoyance about something unpleasant or irritating.

*Examples:*
- "Ugh! | can't believe | missed the train again!"
- "How dare you betray my trust like that!"
- "Oh no! | forgot to submit the report on time!"

(Oomen, U. (1979).
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CHAPTER THREE

Data Analysis

3.1 Introduction
This chapter will present the data and data analysis. In addition to the results.

3.2 Data collection
The data has collected from the internet. The newspaper titled as “Thank you! If

you have any more questions or need further assistance, feel free to ask”
published in Tue 23 April 2024.

3.3 Data analysis
Declarative sentences:

1. The wood-wide web narrative offers a unique perspective on the
interconnectedness of forests.
States a fact or provides information. It asserts that the wood-wide web
narrative presents a distinctive viewpoint on how forests are
interconnected. This type of sentence is commonly used to make
statements, convey ideas, or describe phenomena without seeking further
information or posing a question. Here, it introduces a concept and sets
the stage for discussing the interconnectedness of forests through the lens
of the wood-wide web narrative.

2. Richard Dawkins's book, The Selfish Gene, sparked discussions about
capitalist dynamics in nature.
This declarative sentence presents a statement of fact regarding the
influence of Richard Dawkins's book. It describes how the book initiated

conversations and debates concerning capitalist dynamics within natural
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systems. Declarative sentences like this one are used to convey
information, describe events, or express opinions without seeking further
input. Here, the sentence highlights the role of Dawkins's work in
stimulating discourse on the application of capitalist principles to
understanding biological phenomena.

. Forests act as giant redistribution mechanisms, facilitating exchanges
among trees.

This declarative sentence presents a statement of fact regarding the role
of forests in facilitating exchanges among trees. It asserts that forests
function as large-scale redistribution systems, enabling the transfer of
resources and information among individual trees. Declarative sentences
like this one are used to convey information, describe processes, or assert
observations without seeking further input. Here, the sentence highlights
the interconnected nature of forest ecosystems and their vital role in
sustaining life through resource sharing.

. The concept of the wood-wide web resonates with many individuals on a
deep, intuitive level.

This declarative sentence presents a statement of observation about the
reception of the wood-wide web concept. It asserts that the idea of the
wood-wide web deeply connects with many people at an intuitive level.
Declarative sentences convey information, describe phenomena, or
express opinions without seeking further input. Here, the sentence
highlights the profound and instinctual resonance that the wood-wide web
concept evokes in individuals, suggesting its compelling nature and

widespread appeal.
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Interrogative sentences:

1. How does the wood-wide web narrative challenge traditional views of
forest ecosystems?
It is an interrogative sentence, characterized by its function to ask
questions. It seeks information or clarification about a topic, in this case,
how the wood-wide web narrative challenges traditional perceptions of
forest ecosystems. Interrogative sentences prompt engagement and invite
the reader or listener to ponder the subject matter. By posing questions,
they stimulate curiosity and encourage exploration, fostering deeper
understanding and critical thinking. In this instance, the question prompts
reflection on the transformative impact of the wood-wide web narrative

on traditional views of forests.

2. What impact did Richard Dawkins's book, The Selfish Gene, have on the
understanding of nature?
This interrogative sentence prompts inquiry into the influence of Richard
Dawkins's book on perceptions of the natural world. By posing a
guestion, it encourages critical examination and invites the reader to
reflect on the book's implications. Interrogative sentences stimulate
curiosity and engage the audience by prompting them to consider
different viewpoints or interpretations. In this case, the question invites
exploration of the transformative effects of The Selfish Gene on our

understanding of nature and biological systems.

3. Can forests truly be considered as giant redistribution mechanisms?
This interrogative sentence prompts inquiry into the concept of forests as
large-scale redistribution systems. By posing a question, it invites
reflection and invites the reader to consider the validity of the assertion.

13



Interrogative sentences serve to engage the audience and encourage
exploration of ideas or concepts. In this case, the question challenges the
reader to evaluate the extent to which forests function as mechanisms for

redistributing resources and facilitating exchanges among trees.

4. Why does the concept of the wood-wide web evoke a sense of
interconnectedness in people?
This interrogative sentence prompts inquiry into the reasons behind the
emotional response elicited by the concept of the wood-wide web. By
posing a question, it encourages reflection and invites the reader to
explore the underlying factors contributing to this perception.
Interrogative sentences stimulate curiosity and engagement by prompting
readers to consider various perspectives or explanations. In this case, the
question invites exploration of the psychological and philosophical

implications of the wood-wide web concept.
Imperative sentences:

1. Consider exploring the wood-wide web narrative for a new perspective
on forest ecosystems.
It is an imperative sentence, issuing a command, request, or suggestion. It
urges the reader to take action by exploring the wood-wide web narrative
to gain fresh insights into forest ecosystems. Imperative sentences convey
a sense of urgency or importance, directing the audience's attention
towards a specific task or idea. They serve as prompts for decision-
making or encourage behavioral change. Here, the imperative prompts
individuals to delve into the wood-wide web narrative as a means of

broadening their understanding of forest dynamics.
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2. Reflect on the implications of capitalist dynamics in nature highlighted by
Richard Dawkins's work.
This imperative sentence issues a directive or suggestion, urging the
reader to contemplate the broader implications of capitalist dynamics
within natural systems as discussed in Richard Dawkins's work.
Imperative sentences prompt action or encourage further reflection by
providing guidance or proposing a course of inquiry. Here, the sentence
encourages individuals to consider the societal and ecological
ramifications of applying capitalist principles to understanding biological

phenomena, fostering deeper critical thinking and analysis.

3. Let's delve deeper into how forests facilitate exchanges among trees.
This imperative sentence issues a directive or suggestion, urging the
reader to explore the mechanisms through which forests enable
interactions among trees. Imperative sentences like this one prompt action
or invite participation by providing guidance or proposing a course of
action. Here, the sentence encourages the audience to further investigate
the processes by which forests support communication and resource
sharing among individual trees, fostering a deeper understanding of forest

ecology.

4. Embrace the concept of the wood-wide web to foster a greater sense of
interconnectedness with nature.
This imperative sentence issues a directive or suggestion, urging the
reader to embrace the concept of the wood-wide web as a means of
cultivating a deeper connection with the natural world. Imperative
sentences like this one prompt action or advocate for a particular mindset
or behavior. Here, the sentence encourages individuals to adopt a holistic

perspective on ecosystems and recognize the interconnectedness of all
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living beings, fostering a sense of reverence and stewardship towards

nature.
Exclamatory sentences:

1. What a fascinating concept the wood-wide web is in understanding forest
ecosystems!
Exclamatory sentence, expressing strong emotion or emphasis. It conveys
excitement, admiration, or astonishment about the concept of the wood-
wide web and its implications for understanding forest ecosystems.
Exclamatory sentences are characterized by their use of exclamation
marks and are often employed to convey enthusiasm, awe, or surprise. In
this case, the sentence highlights the remarkable nature of the wood-wide
web concept and its significance in unraveling the complexities of forest

ecology.

2. The impact of Richard Dawkins's book, The Selfish Gene, on our
perception of nature is truly remarkable!
This exclamatory sentence expresses astonishment or admiration for the
profound influence of Richard Dawkins's book on our understanding of
the natural world. Exclamatory sentences convey strong emotions and
emphasize the significance or impact of a particular idea or concept.
Here, the sentence highlights the remarkable nature of The Selfish Gene's
contribution to shaping our perception of nature, underscoring its

transformative power and enduring influence.

3. Forests as giant redistribution mechanisms - how awe-inspiring is that
idea”
This exclamatory sentence expresses admiration, wonder, or enthusiasm

about the concept of forests functioning as extensive redistribution
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systems. Exclamatory sentences convey strong emotions and emphasize
the significance or impact of a particular idea or concept. Here, the
sentence underscores the remarkable nature of forests as complex
ecosystems capable of redistributing resources on a large scale, evoking a

sense of awe and appreciation for the intricacies of the natural world.

4. The wood-wide web narrative truly resonates with a deep sense of
interconnectedness among all living beings!
This exclamatory sentence expresses profound admiration and resonance
with the idea of interconnectedness presented by the wood-wide web
narrative. Exclamatory sentences convey strong emotions and emphasize
the significance or impact of a particular concept or experience. Here, the
sentence highlights the profound realization of the interconnectedness of
life and the natural world, evoking a sense of wonder and unity with all

living beings.

3.3 Results
The research paper discovered that the newspaper mostly use simple sentences

to give information. They found that declarative sentences, which state facts, are
used the most. This shows that newspapers aim to provide news in a clear and
direct way. On the other hand, they use exclamatory sentences, which show
excitement or strong feelings, the least. This means newspapers prefer to stick
to giving information rather than expressing emotions. Overall, the study helps
us understand how newspapers use different types of sentences to share news

effectively, focusing on clarity and facts while minimizing emotional language.
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CHAPTER FOUR

Conclusion
1. The research paper have explored the various types of sentences

commonly found in newspapers. A sentence, in its simplest form, is a

grammatical unit that expresses a complete thought, idea, or statement.

2. The examination revealed four primary types of sentences:
declarative, interrogative, imperative, and exclamatory.
Declarative sentences make statements, interrogative sentences
ask questions, imperative sentences give commands or make
requests, and exclamatory sentences express strong emotions or
feelings.

3. Through meticulous analysis of the selected data this study
found that declarative sentences are the most frequently used
type. These sentences serve to convey information in a clear and
straightforward manner, which aligns with the objective of news
reporting. Interrogative sentences, while less common, are
utilized to engage readers by prompting thought or inviting
reflection.

4. Conversely, The research indicates that exclamatory sentences
are the least frequent among the types analyzed. While they add
emphasis and emotion to a piece of writing, they are sparingly
employed in journalistic contexts, often reserved for quotations,
headlines, or opinion pieces where a strong emotional reaction is

warranted.
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