Al 31k

3Ly 1WA/ Jbnolss
L_a\é-\r_.s

Auditing in the Financial Control System and the Role
of Professional Skepticism in Enhancing Audit Quality in Iraq
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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the impact of professional skepticism on
enhancing the quality of external auditing within the framework of the
financial control system. The research problem addresses the role of
auditing as a core component of financial oversight, while evaluating the
auditor's ability to assess the adequacy of the company's administrative,
financial, and accounting systems.

Using a descriptive and analytical approach, the study utilized a
questionnaire distributed to a sample of auditors at the General Company
for Euphrates Middle Electricity Distribution. The objectives included
measuring the levels of professional skepticism and its reflection on audit
performance through dimensions related to evidence review and
information assessment, alongside evaluating audit quality in light of the
digitalization of operations.

Data were analyzed using mean scores and percentages, employing the
Harrington scale (10-5) to transform results into interpretive levels that
clarify the degree of agreement and response trends. The results revealed
a robust level of professional skepticism among auditors, matched by a
high standard of external audit quality, indicating a positive correlation
between the two variables.

The study concludes that reinforcing professional skepticism directly
contributes to improving external audit quality by increasing the precision
of audit evidence, refining professional judgment, and mitigating the risks
of errors and misstatements. Ultimately, this enhances the efficiency of
the financial control system within the investigated organization.
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