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Studies, Vol. 38, Papers from the forty-first meeting of the Seminar for Arabian Studies held in
London, 19-21 July 2007, p167.

Sadl x5 (e dyadall oail) ¢ PEY) s Gl e e 3 B Jeall caeal G deal (ally )

® Al-Radi. S. and Stone. F. Surveys of the North Yemen Tihama Seminar for the Arabian Studies C/O
Institute of Archaeology. 31-34 Gordon Square. London WCIH OPY. 1983. P 101.

YA



Ful OB W s B el B ) GUaal) 8818 A Juail

Ghlidlh il 8 el el skl B o L) 1 ity Djae ) akd
Ol

b Wiy i Gl Ala 8 Gl il ) 26k 5389) Slaadl) alend O Y
Csiny Aald il Glas) pdyy Lad mlall Jons Bageadl Gapel Akl Gigia
e 1538 Al ) G G ) Dl Ji bl Gelil) il BA Ljal) 55350
il D) sawy culS Al Alledd) Gl 8 spaled) Glegena) o il Jlal
fan AEE ) Olpal) salin Jm Load elass (WD apll 2latll 5yl 3halialls
Ball oy Tan §shite il aladid Alldal Alies (a5 3 5l a3k denils
o Lils degiad) olendl Gugsy e g5 dsms baals Apad) Syall Cisia (8 s 50
23y el Ball Cigin (B Lt e Bapdlly JSAN A Ll Gllay Ally olpeal
Yo el Aald 38, Leldial paul 345 Glesane 3say S i 550 jealial)
o L LIS G, daliall 3l U 5Lay) sass 4 e . Cusall (gaall jaal) allas
(07) ISl b rmge WS L Tpjalie i e (815 ¢ anglil) lall Jali Jsha

) ddwty B0 -9

o Al Quapn Al adlsdl e gag 3y galy (e Adledl) deadl (8 Al

gyl Cyelily Aigee il ailida G adsall 3 cupal Al @lpial) cglily bl
Jpmanll o Al Aaha ) geplsill uiiig adsall 3 (o)l cilS Ailide A pn cullalis aag
GV E A pllagl gilage sed gdpall G ) plaall Jidad Gl Lgle
ST sl b o sall danl (a5 Dl i ) ) Y 355 Anlilly Sall J ol
4 oy cogill Y ) aally pead) (e dalgd e b SbaBY) 8 (g)ha Jpad Cugaa
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Abstract

The study of prehistory is one of the topics specialized in the abyssal
civilizational aspects in antiquity and the previous historical origins coinciding with
the innovation of writing and codification, there is no doubt that the study of
prehistory in the Arabian Peninsula in general and Yemen in particular of modern and

important studies;

The importance of the subject lies in the lack of interest of researchers in the
study of prehistory in Yemen, which necessitated our study of the subject within a
civilized framework following in this study on the analytical and descriptive
methodologies, in the presentation of historical events and their sequence and giving
field evidence with the message with a number of documentary images of artistic
scenes of those historical sites, and other images of the discovered physical

monuments and vertically and horizontally give a clear picture of the studied area.

It seems that there are research problems that contributed to obstructing the
excavation production and not sending scientific missions to Yemen, resulting from
the political and social reality in the region, which led to the frequency of
archaeological work and this is what Professor Muhammad Al-Ali said in one of the
lectures of the Hudhud Center for Archaeological Research, where he mentioned the
difficulties that faced his field work in the region, the summary was that there are
some areas that | could not reach, because of the refusal of the local population to
excavate in their areas, which led to This is due to their exposure to sabotage as a
result of their lack of interest in these monuments and their lack of historical
importance, which made us lose many of their physical effects that may change
important facts in ancient history.

The nature of the subject required dividing it into four chapters, including the
first chapter entitled (the site of Yemen and its geological formation in prehistoric
times), which devoted the first section of information centered on determining the
direction of the site of Yemen and its topographic character and geological
composition, and included the name of archaeological sites that were subjected to
excavations and studied in the second section supported by maps of the shape of

prehistoric sites in Yemen.



The second chapter entitled (Evidence of early settlement in Yemen for
prehistoric times), which was divided into the first section tagged (the Paleolithic Age
and its lower, middle and upper divisions) and studied the effects that were discovered
by the excavators, which were the best help for the researcher in proving evidence of
early settlement in Yemen, and the second section, which included the Neolithic era
and evidence of early settlement, as well as tools dating back to that period, whose
effects were concentrated in the area of "Saada and Dhamar" and Tihama as well as
other areas of Yemen.

The third chapter focused its information on (the Bronze Age and its early
divisions, middle and last) and shed light on the residential settlements in the areas of
Al-Hadda, Dhamar, Sana'a, the presence of Hamadan, with light on the religious
aspects in talking about, high tower burials, cumulus burials, as well as stoning and

megalith.

Chapter IV chapter material on stone tools and the indications of their use in
prehistoric times, especially pottery in the northern and eastern highlands and central
highlands, as well as the coast of Tihama and Shabwa, and included information
related to dwarf tools and the property of these tools and places of discovery, and the
chapter contained matters that singled out agriculture and animals that proved their

reference to prehistoric times in Yemen.

The nature of the subject and its signs required finding a hypothesis based on
interrogative foundations for the purpose of addressing it materially and scientifically,
which revolved around the obvious question: Are there physical indications that prove
the nature of prehistory in Yemen? Did this hypothesis contradict the German theory

known as the cultural gap theory of van Beek and Pirenne?

The German scientist Van Beek came in 1952 in his theory called "Long
Chronological Order", where we summarize the contents of this theory, which talks
about the sudden development during the first millennium BC of the southern Arabian
Peninsula (Yemen) is only thanks to the major migrations that came from the Fertile
Crescent and settled in the eastern parts of Yemen, and controlled the original
population and took it as our new home for them, then they introduced their advanced
culture that replaced the local culture and established our urban cities and trade
relations. With their first home, Van Beek gave two reasons for these migrations, the



first is the high population density of those areas, and the second reason is the climatic
changes that occurred in the late second millennium BC, this is what made them come

in the form of migrations to the southern Arabian Peninsula.

As for the hypothesis of McLean Perrin in 1956 called (short chronological
order) in the middle of the first millennium BC, which is the pioneer of this
arrangement, as this theory is summarized that talks about the civilizational prosperity
of southern Arabia (Yemen), established by the indigenous people with migrations
made from the ancient Near East, and that the peoples in the south of the Arabian
Peninsula before this period were their cultural and economic practice primitive and
belong to prehistoric times and that the prosperity that occurred in it as a result of the
expansion of trade relations With the peoples of the ancient Near East, and that this
did not happen before the second half of the first millennium BC, the death of the
cultural gap theory was at the hands of the discoverer of the Bronze Age in Yemen
(Alessandra de Migret), head of the Italian mission in Yemen in 1981, who told the
story of that discovery. "While we were doing a short exploratory tour of the
antiquities of the area between Sana'a and Marib, in the search for environmental
waste, we found the remains of a large site that seems to date back to pre-Islamic
times. History had no parallel in the antiquities known until then in the south of the
Arabian Peninsula "We can say that it dates back to the Neolithic and the Sabaean
period, and the expedition also conducted a reconnaissance of the Wadi Yenaam
region and found that the civilization of the Chalcolithic in southern Arabia can
extend to the era BC and then fill the void until the Sabaean age Demegret stated that
the results of the examination by c14 It was implemented in the Department of
Physics, University of Rome, on five selected samples of Sheba's dwelling from the
Yalla area, which is about 30 km away from Marib, which gave us a history of the

lower layer of it 1395 BC, while the upper layers of it gave us about 850 BC.

Dr. Abdo Othman Ghalib discussed the theory and gave accurate and
sufficient scientific evidence to bridge this theory, which weakened its concepts in the
light of recent scientific discoveries, and the doctor stated during his careful study of
this theory and refer to the information that the theory based on that their sources of
information from the observations of orientalists who visited Yemen in the past and

wrote about its cities and landmarks, archaeological and historical.



In this letter, we relied on a number of sources, most of which were the
products of foreign archaeological missions, including French, Italian, American,
Russian and Canadian, which provided us with important information detailing for us
many facts that were unknown, one of the important sources was the book issued by
the Italian Institute in 1990 AD by its author (Alessandro de Migret) tagged with
(Bronze Age civilization in Khawlan, Tayal and Al-Hadda) and this book contained
information in which he dealt with the cultural features during the Bronze Age in
Important areas in our study of the physical effects discovered in the Bronze Age,
which provided our third chapter with adequate information and crystallization of the

idea of the subjectivity of Van Beek's theory.

As for the book issued by the French Research Authority tagged (The Art of
Rock Painting and the Settlement of Yemen in Prehistoric Times) by (Marie Louise,
Miss Caton and Madiha Rashad), which was issued in 2007, where this book contains
valuable scientific material, which was benefited from for the first and second
chapters, and has added to us the statement of the most important archaeological sites
in Hadhramaut, Al-Jawf and Saada, based on archaeological evidence of prehistoric

sites.

And a number of important researches of Dr. Abdo Othman Ghalib and Dr.
Abdul Razzaq Rashid Al-Maamari and these researches were the best help in the
fourth chapter and the crystallization of some archaeological materials discovered and

analyzed.

The Russian-language book by Dr. Amir Khanor, titled "Stone Age of South
Arabia”, summarizes the history of the twenty-year work of missions carried out by
the Soviet-Yemeni campaign in 1992, which led to a number of physical effects of the

Stone Age in southern Arabia.

Our study was preceded by a number of studies conducted outside Iraq,
especially happy Yemen, including the master's thesis of Professor (Majid Al-
Qaashmi) tagged (settlements and burials of the dead during the Neolithic period and
the Bronze Age in the Al-Nusra Al-Hada area - Dhamar, an archaeological study)
2019.



And the master's thesis of Professor (Muhammad Al-Ali) entitled
(Archaeological sites from the prehistoric period in the Hanak Al-Hada-Dhamar area,

an archaeological study) 2021 AD.

And the master's thesis of Professor (Abdul Aziz Muhammad Ali Fattah)
entitled (The Bronze Age in Ancient Yemen from the third century to the first
millennium BC) in 2022.

Which provided us these studies with many artistic scenes that were captured
by researchers and were the best help for us in the archaeological and cultural proofs
of ancient Yemen and contributed to giving a thorough study of the most important

sources concerned with the study of prehistory in Yemen.

The work was punctuated by many difficulties, foremost of which is the lack
of sources and their scarcity in Arabic and their lack of diversity, as most of them
were published research for some excavation missions that came to that region, as
they were recorded in the form of research published in various Arab and English
magazines, some of which are unpublished and unpublished, including what was
published by the University of Chicago, which published its research when it sent (6)
excavation seasons to its students, and many French research that worked with them
Yemeni archaeologist (Madiha Rashad) and Italian and Russian research and not
There is no doubt that translating these foreign researches in multiple languages and
interrogating archaeological material in line with the civilized reality of Yemen during

prehistoric times, and beware of historical fallacies, as they require time and scrutiny.
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