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This study sheds light on the knowledge of women's empowerment
in Iraq during the democratic transition period, while identifying the
major obstacles that prevent this empowerment. The issue of women's
empowerment has gained significant attention in society, particularly in
recent times, due to various factors that have impacted our society. The
political change that occurred in April 2003 opened the way for a
democratic political system, which greatly affected the reality of Iraqi
women. The entry of numerous civil society organizations seeking to
improve the situation of Iraqi women contributed to these changes. In
light of these transformations, issues related to women and their roles
have acquired more comprehensive and deeper concepts. Women's
empowerment is not a direct and automatic process, but a
multidimensional process that affects various aspects of life. The period
between the democratic transition and the consolidation of democracy is
accompanied by social and political conflicts, such as violence, economic
distortions, social and economic inequalities, organized crime, and an
unstable governance system. This has a significant impact on Iraqgi
women and impedes their empowerment, especially since women now
represent more than half of society due to the wars and conflicts that have
affected the male population. Therefore, there is a need to focus on
developing the skills and capabilities of women in all fields of political,
social, economic, and educational life. The current study adopted a social
survey method using a questionnaire as a data collection tool, targeting
female academics in the University of Babylon and Al-Qassim Green

University, with a sample size of 200.

The study highlights several results, including:



. The study found that the majority of the participants were urban
residents, accounting for 90%. This is because urban areas provide

suitable social, cultural, and economic conditions for women.

. The study also found that the political situation played a significant
role in empowering women, with 57% of the participants agreeing.
The events that took place in Iraq after the fall of the previous
regime in 2003 brought many changes, particularly for Iraqi

women who played a significant role in various fields.

. The majority of participants (55%) did not believe that women's
participation in political parties reflects their aspirations in political
life. This suggests that many challenges and obstacles faced by
women in this field have hindered their role during this difficult

time for the country.

. The study found that the majority of participants (75%) believe that
women's participation in political parties in a diverse society of
different ethnicities and religions is necessary to prevent conflicts.
This suggests that the participants, based on their social and
academic status, aspire to inclusive women's participation from all

components of a multi-ethnic society.
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