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Abstract :

In this study, titled (Ahmed Matar's Poetry: A Structural-Formative
Study), we aspire to analyze the text as a (semantic structure). And
that adopting a method of reading that analyzes the internal and
external structures of literary work and reveals the dialectical link
between them in order to reach the truth, which is the goal that we
seek, especially in the stage of the dominance of formal approaches as
the only choice in reading the text is no less dangerous than adopting
the prevailing traditional approaches. Adopting (formative
structuralism) as an approach that connects the inside and outside of
the text, taking advantage of modern critical approaches and bypassing
them to interpret the external structures in society, because
penetrating the cultural, ideological and social structure of the space of
the literary text means placing it in its historical context and linking it to
the social structures that contributed to its creativity. Most of the
concepts and procedural tools on which the formative structural
approach was based were imposed by the nature of the age and the
development of human sciences. A continuous period, starting from
the effective attempts of social literary criticism that appeared with the
Platonic concept of imitation, adopted by Aristotle.

And (Ahmed Matar) excelled with realism in vision and a unique ability
to penetrate the broken hearts, and the minds that did not want them
to think deeply... So his poems came as a telescope that he pointed
towards prisons and detention centers to reveal the sufferings of
people and reduce the huge amount of their sorrows and anger Thus,
he established a new atmosphere in the Arabic poem, and this is what
we will reveal (analyzing, observing, and interpreting) by placing his
poetic texts under the perspective of formative structuralism that is



based on basic concepts and criteria, which is the concept of seeing the
world - along with understanding, interpretation, semantic structure,
actual awareness, and possible awareness - which he looked at. To the
text as a collective vision, that is, the event that the writer narrates is
not related to an individual vision, but rather a societal one.

These aforementioned criteria represented the real launch of the
formative criteria that moved from the Western world to the Arab
world, which became the subject of widespread debate in the Arab
critical arena, and every critic employs it according to his style.
However, the important point for Arab critics is that they pulled the rug
of formative structuralism from the field of fictional works to the field
of poetic works. And they tried to apply it after they found something
that meets their ambition after the formal structuralism failed to meet
that ambition and the desire to link the text to society and its cultural
references. That is why the poet’s poetic texts reveal that his self-
vision is: (a vision that rejects reality and opposes authority), i.e. rejects
the corrupt reality, as he is a poet who opposes authority and criticizes
all the negative aspects of society, such as injustice, poverty, and the
confiscation of freedoms. Therefore, his banners touched the hearts of
those thirsting for freedom, unity, and dignity. Its echo spread all over
the world. The poetic body of the poet Ahmed Matar is considered as a
historical document that conveyed an important part of the history of
Irag and its continuous struggle and the suffering of the Iraqi people
from power.

For this reason, this study came with an introduction, a preface, three
chapters, and a conclusion that included the most important findings
and recommendations that we reached. .



While the first chapter came under the title (the general formative
vision), and we determined the title of this chapter based on Goldman’s
world vision, in which he explains how a society is viewed, i.e. standing
on the basic structures in which the world vision was embodied, and
this vision as referred to Goldman is represented in presenting the
vision of the creator of life formulated by a social group, meaning that
it is not limited to the individual vision that is represented in the vision
of the creator, but is based on the comprehensive vision that stems
from the ideas and visions of the group. On this basis, this chapter is
divided into two sections:

The first is (the self-vision), and after a focused reading of Ahmed
Matar’s collection of poetry, we find that what the poetic texts reveal
indicates that the poet’s self-vision is: (a vision that rejects reality and
opposes authority), i. Injustice, poverty, and the confiscation of
freedoms, so his banners touched the hearts of those thirsting for
freedom, unity, and dignity, from which its echo spread to every place
in the Arab world, being a sincere and honest expression of the feelings
of anger and revolution, and these feelings are manifested in the soul
of every authentic Arab. As for the second topic, it was entitled: (The
Collective Vision) In this topic, the researcher started from the basic
idea of the formative structuralism advocated by Goldman,
understanding the text as a social event, and the poem is the realistic
mental revolution that is most capable of anticipating the imagined
reality, that reality that is full of conscious human ambition.

While the second chapter came under the title: (The Significant
Structure), which is one of the basic procedural categories adopted by
Goldman in his critical approach, which relies on two important
processes, namely (understanding and interpretation) to determine the



general pattern that characterizes the literary production. Through
these two processes, the structure is discovered. Significance Based on
the significant structure, this chapter was divided into two sections: the
first of which is titled (The Urgent Structure), where the approach that
we took as a criterion for the study required the detection of the
constituent structure within the literary text and the disclosure of its
particles. The reader may ask why it is urgent? Is it because of its
importance, its essence, or the poet's vision that it represents a given?
And is it continuous in the length of the poetic works, or is it variable
and not fixed with the progress of the poetic experience?, While the
second topic came under the title (formal structure), where the
researcher found that it is necessary and urgent because the task of the
poet in forming the poetic structure is a difficult and arduous task;
Because it is confined within an angle that is responsible for giving the
expression the image, just as it is responsible for giving it the rhythm

With regard to the third chapter, the study of: (interpretation and
compositional structure), while we dealt with the second chapter
(significant structure), considering that formative structuralism
emphasizes the close connection between form and content, as the
relationship between them is dialectical and dynamic. A vision of the
world in addition to the content, to the extent that the work is
consistent and with a great deal of artistry, as well as to the extent that
the text embodies a vision of the world for a certain class, and so any
defect in the content will inevitably affect the structure of the form,
and this is the core of what Coldman emphasized, so the vision of the
world Within the theory as a whole, it remains the main axis upon
which the semantic and value structure of production is based. It is a



bridge that combines the value of form and content within the great
production

For this reason, this chapter was divided into two sections: the first is
entitled (The Interpreted Cultural Structures - Outside the Text),
through which we will work to reveal the dialectical relationship
between literary texts and their social reality by evoking the external
structures, and this in turn works to illuminate the important internal
structures within the text, at the same time In which the second topic
came under the title (existing awareness and possible awareness), so
the researcher started from the idea that awareness is a specific
manifestation of every human behavior that entails the division of
labor, meaning that all the actions that a person performs are the result
of the awareness of a group of individuals, and we have concluded This
study concluded with a conclusion that included the most important
findings and recommendations reached by the researcher.

In the research, the researcher relied on many modern and old sources
that are concerned with the study of poetry, and others that are
concerned with Arabic and Western structural studies, including
sources that are concerned with the study of criticism of criticism as
well, so that the research advances in the scientific form and rises to
the scientific standards that are commensurate with the level of study
for research.
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