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Abstract

Talking about women is of great importance because of their great role in life,
as women occupied various roles for the renaissance of ancient societies, and they
were able to prove throughout the historical ages their position and status in the
family and society, despite the marginalization they were subjected to in various
aspects of their life during the ages. In the past, however, it was able, after a while, to
conquer many of the prevailing customs and traditions in ancient civilizations and to
prove its societal status, especially after it had well-deservedly proven its family status
through the care and attention it exerted for its children and its home. Views differed
in the study of oriental women, and the books of orientalists were filled with opinions
differing and different with regard to the study of women in the East, so it became
necessary to reflect on the studies of orientalists and work to correct them.

The Orientalist Durant is one of the most prominent orientalists who devoted
part of their writings to the study of oriental women. His encyclopedic book, The
Story of Civilization, included much valuable information about women in the East
from prehistoric times until the nineteenth century. The study included various aspects
of the life of women in the East through what Will Durant wrote about Eastern
women in his book, The Story of Civilization, as the study included multiple aspects
of Eastern women. From a social point of view, the study included the status of
Eastern women in the family and society, passing through her position in ancient
civilizations and then in religions. The study also dealt with women's family relations

in the East, such as marriage and polygamy. Divorce and adultery, as well as

addressing oriental women’s adornment and clothing, as the study included various

aspects of oriental women’s adornment, such as charms, ornaments, and cosmetics.

To education, to women, literature, and finally women and the arts.

The researcher focused on the views of the orientalist Will Durant, which he
mentioned about oriental women in his book, The Story of Civilization and proceeded
to compare them with the Arab and Islamic sources to find out their compatibility or
conflict. The East or the response to it, as the researcher relied on the Holy Qur’an,
the Bible, books of interpretation, language, history and translations for the purpose of

arriving at the correct information.
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