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Abstract

Between Babylon , the civilization , and Hilla, the city, there is geographical and historical
connection and overlap because any imagination to the history of Hilla cannot be disconcted of the
range of time of that land which the oldest human civilizations had been established on. It is
axiomatic that the effects of those civilizations in their different postivie dimensions are reflected on

the human being of Hilla to make him a project of a great amount of grant in different fields of life.

Hence, we can understand why Iraq is called the country of the two rivers and why the Hilla
city is called the broad city. If water is the flow of life, its continuity is connected with the human

deeds which is embodied in the merits of that land supplied with the generousity of God.

The availability of water and the fertility of land were reasons for residensity of man which

helped him in using his abilities in building symbols of civilizations since the oldest historical ages.

Hilla city suffered backwardness and destruction in different fields of life through the
Otaman Occupation one of which is the economic field because of the great shortage in agricultural
production resulted from the change of the flow of the Euphrates from its natural flow, Hilla River,
towards the present River of Al-Hindia which caused true irrigation problems especially after the

dryness of Hilla River which was followed by great economic and social harm.

The Otaman Government made several attempts to solve the problem of irrigation in Hilla
and the beginning was in YAYY and the result was the construction of Shando Feerz in YA%: but all
those attempts failed and did not realize the required purpose only for few years of work until the
construction of the project of Al-Hindia Barrage which was designed by the British engineer William

Wilkoks in YY) which came into service in Y3\ Y,

The importance of the thesis as the researcher hopes it becomes a humble scientific, and
historical contribution in that it concentrated on the construction of Al-Hindia Barrage and the
factors accompanied that and on the economic effect of the project on Hilla and the study is divided
into three chapters after an introduction and preface introduced in it and brief historical surveys on
the developments in Iraq. Chapter One included natural circumistances which led to the
construction of Al-Hindia Barrage Chapter Two calling the famous engineer of irrigation William
Wilkoks and then the opening of Al-Hindia of Barrage in Y4)Y, Finally Chapter Three explained the

economic effects of Al-Hindia Barrage on Hilla.



The project of Al-Hindia Barrage is regarded one of the important projects in Hilla in the
modern and temporary history of Iraqg. Its importance comes not only being the first project
constructed through the reign of foreign occupation for Irag but because it was able to make basic

change in the styles of economic life of Hilla City and the rest of the cities of the midde Euphrates.

Whatever the causes of intentions behind the construction of Al-Hindia Barrage it is a great
deed of civilization and a national fortune and keeping and protecting it is the responsibility of all

Iraqis.

The researcher did his best to be as accurate as possible taking into account the conditions

of the scientific research. | hope that | am succeded in that and success is from God.
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