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Abstract

Health services are one of the most important services that each region
provides to its residents because it is directly related to the health of the
individual. The study, with its objectives and curricula, focused on revealing
the spatial trends for the development of health services in the province of
Babylon by studying the reality of the geographical distribution of health
institutions and their medical and nursing staff, as well as an assessment of
the efficiency of these institutions based on local planning standards and the
extent to which they meet the needs of the population. The number of health
Institutions throughout the study area reached ()%+) institutions, ()°)
hospitals, (VY1) health centers, (Y)) popular medical clinics, and (A)
specialized centers. The study aims to identify places that suffer from
deprivation from health institutions in order to develop development plans
and draw strategies that would redistribute health institutions in a fair
manner among administrative units in line with the population centers of
gravity and to ensure that the population obtains services easily and at less

cost.

The study relied on the descriptive and systematic approach (analytical)
in processing data obtained from health institutions in the study area, as well
as data related to the population. The study concluded that health services in
Babylon Governorate suffer from a clear defect resulting from the poor
spatial distribution of health institutions and medical and nursing staff, and
their distribution came randomly, that is, there is a clear concentration in
some administrative units and lack and dispersion in other administrative
units, as the study showed that large health institutions suffer from a

A



shortage in some specialized centers and this constitutes additional pressure
on existing institutions. The study recommended the necessity of distributing
health institutions and medical and nursing cadres in accordance with the
approved planning standards that contribute to providing health services
with efficient and good quality for all. It also recommended to raise the level
of health services in areas that suffer from low levels of services, especially
rural areas, by raising the efficiency of those services in establishing health
centers according to approved standards and increasing health and nursing
cadres according to planning standards to ensure better health services are

provided.
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