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ABSTRACT

The rule of jurisdictional immunities of States and their
property is a principle of international law. It is well established as
part of a customary rule of international law.

The term “jurisdictional immunities” refer to the right of
States to exemption from the exercise of the power to adjudicate as
well as to the non-exercise of all other administrative and executive
powers by another state. This term can include both types of
immunities, “immunity from jurisdiction” and “immunity from
execution”, the former is essentially different in kind as well as in
stage from the latter. Thus waiver of immunity from jurisdiction
does not imply submission to measures of execution.

The rule of State immunities was formulated in the nineteenth
century, during which States confined their activities to functions
traditionally recognized as properly within the spheres of State
duties and responsibilities. Immunities were accorded to States on
the grounds of state sovereignty.

With the increase in State commercial activities the restrictive
immunity principle become favorable because it helped draw the line
in between activities of States that are sovereign nature and those
that are commercial nature. Many countries have adopted the
restrictive theory either by way of legislation.

The International Law Commission selected the subject on its
program of work since its first session, in 1949. In 1991, the
commission adoption of 22 draft articles under the title
“Jurisdictional Immunities of States and Their Property “.

This study deal with the subject in three chapters:

- First chapter: concept of State immunities.

- Second chapter: the exceptions of State immunities.

- Third chapter: immunity of States property from attachment and
execution.
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