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Abstract

Plays treating the theme of captivity go deep into

history. Even before the Greek playwrights:
Aeschylus, Sophocles and Euripides had started their
works, the theme of captivity was present in
Homer’s, epic career: The Odyssey and the Iliad,
where the subject posed itself revealing the inhuman
consequences of wars whether by the warriors
themselves in the battlefield or the civilians. The
tragedy of war consequences was best witnessed on

Jboth sides: the defeated and the victors

This theme has continued to appear in world
literature and arts as it accompanies war wherever it
IS, hence focusing on its results death, losses, and
.captivity
This study falls into four chapters. The first is
given to the problem which is: how has the Iraqgi
playwright employed the theme of captivity in style
and vision? This Is traced through a selected sample
of Iraqi plays. The significance of the study finds its
expression in the sense that the thesis an
achievement valuable to both critics and students of
arts and literature. To the best of my knowledge, this
theme has not been dealt with before by any other
researcher. The objective of the study lies iIn
acquainting the readers with the playwrights styles
In so far as dialogue, plot and characters a re



concerned. The study, however, covers the period
from 1991 to 2001

Chapter Two, the theoretical framework of the

study, falls into four sections. The first section
studies the theme of captivity in Classical drama; the
second deals with the theme in the plays of the
Renaissance up to the Modern Age, the third is
given to the war plays, and the fourth tackles
captivity in the Arab drama. The chapter is rounded

.up by the findings of the theoretical framework

Chapter Three is the procedures including the
study sample, its tools and its approach. A number
of plays that fall within this definition has been

Selected for discussion

Chapter Four, however, is devoted to the findings
of the study, conclusions and recommendations.
Among the most significant findings of the study

:ale
Most plays use prose only as a means of .1
.communication
EXpressionism is most prevalent.2
.Dialogue essntially depends on monologue.3

All plays dealing with captivity were written by 4

young playwrights who were eye-witnesses and
Jarticipants of war activities
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