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Abstract

Muhammad Tagi AL-Shirazi was Mirza Muhammad Tagqi
son of Muhib Ali Bin Abi-AL hassan Bin AL-Mirza Muhammad
Ali known as ( Gulshun ) AL-Ha'iri AL-Shirazi . HE was born in

the Iranian city of Shiraz in the year YY+1 AH ( YA€+ )  Heis
related to a family well-known for its long association with
science and literature

Most of his family members were religious and devout . He
had a daughter and three sons , the eldest of whom was sheikh
Muhammad Ridha , who was his father's right hand in the Iraqi

revolt of Y4 Y+ against the British occupation of Iraq . Because of
his active role in that revolt , Muhammad Ridha was arrested and
exited to ( Hinjam ) island in the Arab Gulf . The rest of his sons
were sheikh Abdul Hussain who was one of the outstanding
scholars at the Hawza in Karbala , and Sheikh Muhammad Hassan

Sheikh  Muhammad Tagi  AL-Shirazi's personality was
characterized by a number of qualities which showed wise leading
abilities and deep mental capabilities in the fields of society |,
economy and politics . One of his students sheikh Muhammad
Kathim Shirazi was asked about Muhammad Tagqi's devotion ,
justice , righteousness , asceticism and the student answered :
"Don't ask me about his devotion and justice or such words like
these but ask me about his infallibility , if he was infallible
or not "

Sayyid Muhsin-AL-Hakim was quoted in describing
AL-Shirazi as saying that he was a man of religion and earthlylife
with the full implication of the word .

AL-Shirazi began his studies in Karbala in YA®£ | He went
through the various stages of the outstanding teachers in the
religions schools in Karbala . He excelled in his studies to such an
extent that he was qualified for the lessons and research of Sayyid
Muhammad Hasan Shirazi , the great teacher at al Hawza in

A



Samarra . He became one of Muhammad Hasan Shierazi's most
prominent pupils . After Muhammad Hasan's death , the Hawza at
Samarra continued giving students by Sheikh Muhammad Taqi
AL-Shirazi . Muhammad AL- Asfahani , Sayyid Ismail Sadr ,
Mirza Hussain AL-Thawri and others , till many prominent
students began migrating from Sammara to other sacred lIraqi
cities like Karbala and Najaf . Then Sheikh Shirazi himself moved

fro Samarra to Najaf the to Karbala which he reached on YY¥

February Y4 YA | He settled there till his death in Augest Y4 Y« .
After the death of his master Sayyid Muhammad Hasan , Taqi
AL-Shirazi spiritual anthority . ) as some sources maintioned

Other sources indicated that he became the MArjaa following the

death of the Kathim AL-Yazdi in April Y4Y3 | His scientific
works and researches were characterized by power , gravity and
skilful precision ( among these were his commentaries on Sheikh
AL-Ansari's Makasib ( gains ) , His collection of juridical edicts (
his risala ) on ( Ahkam Al Huda ) ( his risala on Salat Al Jumu'a
( Friday prayer) .

The political role of AL-Shirazi became prominent following
the completion of the British occupation and stopping any attempt
at reinforcing that occupation on lIragi land and when the British
tried to make a false referendum to consolidate their occupation ,

Shirazi issued a Fatwa that in turn shook the British entity on Y¥

June Y4 Y4 When people asked him about the role that should be
taken towards the referendum and the choice of the sort of
government and ruler of Iraq , he said " No Muslim will elect and
choose a non Muslim to govern a Muslim community . "' .

British tried to gain his favour by means of cajolery, flattery ,
praise and terrorizing . They arrested some of his relatives and
sent them into exile outside Iraq , but when Shirazi threatened ,
the British were obliged to set Shirazi's relative free at the end of
1418

As a result of such acts like the false referendum , the arrests ,
the exiles , and the announcement of the British mandate on Iraq



at San Rimo conference in Italy on Y+ April Y4Y+ | the Iraqgi

people started a revolt against the British existence on June ¥+ |
Yavy.

The Revolt started from Rumaitha . Sheikh Shirazi supported
it morally and materially . He issued a famous Fatwa authorizing
the use of force to gain the rights . " Claimimg Iraqi rights is every
Iraqi's duty . The Iragi's have the right to demand observing peace
and security. They are allowed to resort to force in self defence if
the British refuse to listen to this demands " . That Fatwa led to
the spread of the revolt all over Iraqi areas from the north to the
south inflicting the British heavy human and material losses . On

Augest YY" | Y4Y. Sheikh Muahammad Tagqi AL-Shirazi died
while the revolt was still going on . Rumours had it that one of the
British agents assassinated him by poison . Many telegrams and
statements were issued announcing his death . Among the
telegrams were the telegram of Sheikh AL-Asfahani who claimed
the Marjya after Shirazi's death , and the statements of one of AL-
Shirazi pupils ( Hibat AL-Din AL-Shahristani . ) .

AL-Shirazi was buried near the holy shrine of Imam Hussain
in Karbala . Many ( Fatihas ) and many mourning ceremonies
were held , not only in Iraq , but also in several Iranian and
Pakistani cities . Many poets wrote poems in his favour lamenting
his death among whom was Muhammad Hasan Abu AL-Mahasin
and the poet Abdul Hussain AL-Azrali .
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