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Abstract :

The present thesis is concerned with the design aesthetics in the post - modern
painting . It falls into five chapters .

Chapter one is devoted to introducing the problem of the research . its need,
Importance , aims and limits together with the terminology it has included.

The problem of the research deals with the topic of design aesthetics and its
relationship with post-modern paintings , where the products of modernism in the
movements of the cubic , abstract , dadaic , surrialist and other trends of painting
have been established on a design background , where the apprehension of the theme
of the philosophical view ( inspection ) of the aesthetic effect related to the two arts:
painting and designing , is a speculative / relegation receiving knowledge relegation
and stockpiling the psychological motives of the artist and manifesting them in the
induction of the aesthetic , semantic and utilitarian function of the design context
inside the sphere of the plastic ( drawing ) panel .

Since post-modern paintings have been stimulated by borrowings of the
perceptions of the figures and images according to the adoption of the peculiarity of
the suggestive , emotional and gustative employment of the building elements and its
ideational formations inside the sphere of the ( drawing ) panel , the aesthetics is
considered a theoretical and practical ( structural ) manifestation of the design
relationships which govern the overall structure of the panel . Hence , the problem of
the present thesis has emerged through which the researcher attempts to answer
several questions : How have the propounding of the aesthetic perception relating to
post-modern paintings been formulated ? Does the functional act of design
correspond with the patterns of aesthetic expression in the panel ? If the design
structures in these paintings are aesthetically driven to multiple semantic levels , then
, What drives the design perception to osmose with the consumption predicament and
achieve an objective unity organizing the elements and the bases as effective relations
serving the designing aim ?

The researcher has found out that there is an urgent need to write this research
, since , the topic has not been investigated previously neither independently nor in
detail . Another reason is the rarity of academic studies dealing with history of art
worldwide . Our libraries lack such studies . This has led to a cognitive emptiness in
this field . The researcher , therefore , will try his best to bridge the gap and study the
topic and come up with the best conclusions .

The thesis in fact has a general aim , namely , recognizing the aesthetics of
design in post - modern paintings . further , its significance lies in its attempt to
establish a new awareness within the area of contemporary plastic arts enabling
scholars and those who are interested in this field to be acquainted with the aesthetic
and structural relationship that connects the art of design with art of painting . It also
supports our local and Arab libraries public or special ones , with this scientific and
artistic effort . In fact , it is through such thesis that the design aesthetics in post
modern paintings is introduced . It also paves the way to other aesthetic studies which



deal with the designing theory which is helpful to those who are interested in the
movement of plastic criticism .

As regards its limits , the research is concerned with the aesthetics of design in
post - modern paintings , i.e. expressionism , abstractionism , folk art , visual art (op
art) , surrealism, graphic arts , and body art from 1945 to 2005 in the United State of
America and Europe , which the researcher had access to through the Arab and
foreign sources on the internet . Such terms as beauty , aesthetics , design , and
design aesthetics have been examined and reviewed .

The theoretical lay-out of the thesis includes chapter Two and chapter Three
and the previous studies . Chapter Two contains three themes . The First theme deals
with the essential nature of modernism carried out through several areas ( history of
modernism , the problem of affiliation , sources of modernism , its fundamentals , its
general characteristics , its characteristics in the various movements of modern art ,
etc ) . The Second theme concerns itself with post-modernism through tackling some
areas ( history of post-modernism , reasons of its appearance , post-modernism and
post-industrial society , post- modernism and globalism , post-modernism and culture
of consumption and characteristics of post-modernism) .

The Third theme deals with the relationship between modernism and post-
modernism through the title (from the Rationality of Modernism to Irrationality of
post-modernism ) . It includes some sub-areas dealing with such topics as rationality
in modern art , reference to the trend of reason in contemporary philosophy ,
applications of rationality in modern art , and structure of science and rationalization
of aesthetic knowledge in modern art .It also includes other topics such as
irrationality of post-modernism , some intellectual and artistic authorities involving
Nietzhsche , surrealism , dadaism , structuralism deconstruction and semiotics . Then
, it deals with connection and disconnection in art both in modernism and post-
modernism .

Chapter Three includes three themes as well . The first theme deals with
designing aesthetics : a study of the elements and bases of designing . The second
studies the designing structures in post-modern arts : sculpturing ( carving ) ,
architecture , earth art , fluxus . The third theme , on the other hand , deals with
designing aesthetics in post-modern paintings : expressionism , abstractionism , folk
art (pop art ), visual art (op art ) , surrealism , graffiti art and body art .

Chapter Four is allocated to the research procedures which include identifying
the research community and its sample , which contains 20 plastic panels , together
with the research instrument and sample analysis .

Chapter Five includes the results , conclusions , recommendations and
suggestions of the research . some of the conclusions are the following :

- The aesthetic value in the designing structure of post-modern paintings
osmoses cognitively and structurally in relation to the transformations in
patterns of expression in such paintings in form as well as in content . This is
indicated clearly in the samples 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,18,and 19 .

- The essential nature of aesthetics in post-modern paintings depends on taste
( gustative ) , critical and structural displacements reflecting the nature of
stimulating the argument of the designing structure , the argument of life

B



enforced by the European and American civilization ( culture ) with all the
accelaration of the post-industrial awareness it has , and the argument of
cultural values reflected on contemporary environment .

The levels of aesthetic effect in post-modern paintings vary according to the
openness ( librality ) of the intellectual symmetry of the design , and the
proliferation of suppositions and manners relating to the level of reception and
degree of response ( psychologically , functionally and in taste ) .

Design aesthetics of post-modern paintings ( except visual art ( op art ) and
super realism ) are established out of the irrational metamorphoses ( nihilism
absurdism , unconsciousness , readiness , the marginalized , dreams |,
hallucination , sex , alienation and the ignominious ) coupled referentially with
the discourse which touches the metaphysics of the presence in the structure of
the plastic panel as in the samples : ( 1,2,5,6,7,15,16,17,18,19 and 20 ) .

the colourful rhythm in the expressionistic and abstract paintings represents a
stimulating structure towards the metaphysical perception characteristic of the
trend of abstraction as in the samples : (1,2,3and 4).

Typing and advertising devices in the paintings of the folk art ( pop art ) are
preponderant as in the samples (5and 7) .

the linear , colour and formal intersections in the designs of visual art (op art)
demonstrate a visual contradiction apparently establishing in the structures of
figures so as to create an extending dynamic effect as in samples ( 9,10 and
11).

Colour symmetries proliferate in the structure of super realistic panel through
an eclectic intentional mechanism , where the relation of form with the
effectiveness of the visual and aesthetic performance is created in the proposed
structure .

The notion of ( destruction ) or ( deconstruction ) in the partial units of the
graffiti work becomes an aesthetic predicament reflecting the reality of
proliferation in the meaning and diversity of the semantic symmetry as in
sample (16) .

The diversity in the colour relations in the body structure is a prevailing
structural characteristic .colour is the semiotic basis on which the various
( exponential ) functions are built by referring to the source , as in the samples
(18,19 and 20) .
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