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ABSTRACT

Education is an important process for both the individual and society. In
communicating its objectives to the young it employs several channels, notably
planned and purposive instruction. The curriculum can be regarded as a tool of
education as it incorporates all the educational experiences that the school
provides to students. It translates the state's educational philosophy into the reality
of teaching.

Social subjects occupy a large space in the curricula of all the academic
stages due to the fact that they have a direct relationship with the lives of students.
These topics provide the social framework of events and issues through a close link
with life and explanation of the various social phenomena.

History occupies an important place among the various academic subjects in
view of the goals it aims at achieving. Its objectives are not confined to acquainting
students with their past and present and the developments that take place through
time. It stimulates them into becoming active elements contributing to the
development of their society and envisaging its future prospects.

To achieve the desired objectives of teaching the subject of history it is
necessary to use methods appropriate to the nature of the subject and the level of
maturity of the students. Such methods would be the simplest and shortest ways

towards reaching the desired goals.Many teachers still follow conventional
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methods in teaching the subject of History, which adopt an expository style relying
closely on the items of the prescribed curriculum.

These conventional methods of instruction do not place emphasis on the role
of students in participation in and interaction with instructional situations. In
addition, they do not take into account individual differences among students as to
capability, readiness and interests.They do not keep abreast of modern
developments, which was one of the direct causes of lack of acquirement and
failure of retention of the subject-matter of history.

Thus, the need has arisen to explore the employment of new methods and
techniques for teaching this subject. As a result, there have come into being
teaching pre-strategies that seek to facilitate the process of teaching and learning.
Pre- strategies are regarded as among the requirements of adequate teaching.
They help activate pupils' motivation towards learning through the preparatory and
anticipatory role they play. They furnish pupils with a broad idea about the subject
to be studied and prepare them psychologically for what they will be studying in the
classroom. Furthermore, they provide the teacher with indicators and guidelines for
planning, analyzing and evaluation of the subject.

The behavioral objectives method is one of these pre-strategies. It has been
accepted and appreciated by educational researchers.It has been recommended by
a number of behavioral educators such Janet, Meager and Glasgow. Behavioral

objectives are regarded as a way out from many criticisms that have been leveled
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at the general educational and teaching objectives that are characterized by
broadness, ambiguity and abstractness. Education has witnessed a vigorous
activity that took shape in several researches and studies in the area of behavioral
objectives, which focused on formulating these objectives in behavioral and
performance terms describing what a learner will learn to produce the desired
behavior in such a way as to be capable of observation and measurement.

Preparatory questions, through which the students' thinking can be
stimulated and the instructional objectives set by the teacher can be realized, are a
set of questions prepared by the teacher before the lesson and cover the contents
of the new lesson. These questions are given to the pupils at the end of the lesson
hour and the pupils are required to answer in writing at home with reference to the
prescribed textbook and any other related books. This is a new technique designed
to stimulate the pupils' desire to practice homework that is given to them.

Collective discussion is regarded as an obsolete teaching method. However,
if prepared in the correct way, it can be transformed into a modern effective and
positive teaching method. The pupil will then become the center of the teaching
process, which is consistent with the modern concepts of education.

Several studies have been conducted to determine the implications of the
use of these two strategies. Since these studies are not agreed in their
conclusions, it has become necessary to carry out a study to show the effect and

efficiency of each of these strategies in conjunction with the collective discussion
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method of teaching the subject of history in the acquirement and retention of
information.
In the light of the above exposition the present research acquires its
importance.
The research objective
The present research aims to determine the effect of using two pre-strategies
in conjunction with the collective discussion method on acquirement and retention
by Intermediate second-year pupils of the subject of Islamic Arab History.
The research hypotheses
\. Acquirement
First hypothesis: There is no statistically significant difference at *.*° between
the average acquirement marks of pupils of the first experimental group and
average acquirement marks of the pupils of the second experimental group at the
acquirement post-test conducted at the end of the experiment.
Second hypothesis: There is no statistically significant difference at *.*°
between the average acquirement marks of pupils of the first experimental group
and average acquirement marks of pupils of the control group at the acquirement
post-test conducted at the end of the experiment.
Third hypothesis: There is no statistically significant difference at *.*© between

the average acquirement marks of pupils of the second experimental group and
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average acquirement marks of pupils of the control group at the acquirement
post-test conducted at the end of the experiment.

. Retention

First hypothesis: There is no statistically significant difference at *.*° between
the average acquirement marks of pupils of the first experimental group and
average acquirement marks of pupils of the second group in retention.

Second hypothesis: There is no statistically significant difference at *.*°
between the average acquirement marks of pupils of the control group in
retention.

Third hypothesis: There is no statistically significant difference at *.*© between
the average acquirement marks of pupils of the second experimental group and

average acquirement marks of pupils of the control group in retention.

Scope of the research

The present research is confined to

).A sample of intermediate second year pupils for the academic year Y+ * & — Y+ 10

at Hindiya Qadha, Kerbala Governorate.

Y .Chapters One and Two of the Islamic Arab History textbook prescribed by the

Ministry of Education for the academic year Y+ + & — Y« 0,

Y.Two behavioral objectives strategies and preparatory questions, together with

collective discussion method.

¢ First semester of the academic year Y+ + & — Y+ 40
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Research procedures

The researcher used an experimental partial control design comprising three
experimental groups and an acquirement post-test. The experiment was applied to
a sample of intermediate second-year pupils from Al-Nubough Intermediate School
for Boys at Hindiya Qadha, Kerbala Governorate, randomly selected from the
intermediate and secondary schools in the Qadha. Through a random drawing
method, the researcher selected Section C, out of the three sections, which
comprised YA pupils, to represent the first experimental group on whom to employ
the behavioral objectives strategy together with the collective discussion method.
By the same method the researcher selected Section A, comprising YV pupils, to
represent the second experimental group and on whom to employ the preparatory
questions and the collective discussion methods. Again, by the same method, the
researcher selected Section B, comprising YA pupils, to represent the control group
and on whom to employ the conventional method. The researcher matched the
pupils of the three groups in the following variables: age, educational attainment of
the father, educational attainment of the mother, marks gained in the subject of
history at the final examination of first-year intermediate for the previous year,
previous marks in historical knowledge test, intelligence test marks, father's
occupation and mother's occupation.The differences were not statistically
significant at *.* © level.

Research tools
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) .The scientific material
This consists of Chapters One and Two of the Islamic Arab History textbook
prescribed for Intermediate second-year pupils for the academic year Yool _
Yoo,

Y .Behavioral objectives
In light of the scientific content of the study material specified for the experiment
and the behavioral objectives, YA behavioral objectives were formulated based on
the traditional scope of Bloom's classification and also for the three levels: namely,
knowledge, comprehension and application. These objectives were presented to a
group of experienced and specialized judges to ascertain their veracity and precise
formulation in their final form.

".Preparatory questions
In light of the scientific content of the study material specified for the experiment,
YA questions were formulated. These questions were presented to a group of
experienced and specialized judges to ascertain their veracity and precise
formulation in their final form. They were given to the pupils before the lesson hour
to answer them as homework by relying on the prescribed textbook or any other
related sources and hand them to the teacher at the beginning of the second lesson

hour to correct them and return them to the pupils.

¢ Instruction plans
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The researcher prepared instructional plans for the first experimental group who are
taught by the use of behavioral objectives strategy with the collective discussion
method; the second group who are taught by the use of preparatory questions
strategy with the collective discussion method; and the control group who are
taught by the conventional method. Three samples of the instructional plans were
then submitted to experienced and specialized individuals to determine their
soundness and eligibility for application.
® Acquirement post-test

The researcher built an acquirement post-test in the light of behavioral
objectives. The test was of a type involving selection from several items. |t
consisted of © * test items in their final form and giving four alternatives.
Statistical techniques

The veracity of the test was confirmed by presenting it to a group of experienced
and specialized individuals. The constancy of the test was calculated by using the
"halving method". The marks of the statistical analysis sample itself were adopted.
After correcting the answers and giving the marks the constancy co-efficient,
having been calculated by using Pearson Correlation, amounted to *.A ¢, which
after correction by Spearman-Brown equation, became +4Y.  This is an
acceptable constancy co-efficient with respect to unformulated tests. The

researcher then calculated the difficulty coefficient of each item of the test and
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found them to be varying between ¥V7 and 'W\Z, which means that all the test
items can be regarded as acceptable.
Result of the acquirement research

The test was applied to the three groups and the results were corrected and
treated statistically with the following statistical techniques: analysis of unilateral
differential and Sheffe method. The results of the research showed that there is a
statistically significant difference at level *.*© in favor of the second experimental
group against the first test group in acquirement and retention. They also showed
that there is a statistically significant difference at level *.*® in favor of the first
experimental group against the control group in acquirement and retention. The
results again showed that there is a statistically significant difference at level *.*°
in favor of the second experimental group against the control group in acquirement
and retention.

In light of the research results the researcher made the following

recommendations:

) .Incorporation of behavioral objectives in the introductions of the study chapters of
the subject of History in the Intermediate school stage.

Y .Setting out questions on the subject of Islamic Arab History before each chapter of
the textbook. These questions will help pupils to focus their attention on the

fundamental material of the subject.
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V.Issuing a booklet containing the pre-study strategies with a guide explaining their
use in teaching to be distributed to teachers of History.
The researcher also made other suggestions including:

Conducting another study on the lines of the present study on variables other

than acquirement and on other study subjects for other school stages, to be

applied for both males and females and employing other pre-strategies.
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