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The Semantic and Articulatory Manipulation of Sounds
and Speech in the Discourse of Iraqi Theatre

Abstract:

The earlier forms of acting have been manifested in human expressive
movements, then the mime has been changed into voiced expression so as
to form other meanings that agree with the nature of the pronounced
symbol according to a convention acquired in the course of time.

Writing, afterwards, came as an expressive medium of man and his
thought and as a new means of communication.

Language consequently, was there in its general forms and meanings
that enrich the expression of thought beside the first expressive vocal
form (speech).

The first dramatic texts depend on language which is subjected to
grammar and standardization in order to be directed towards a conceptual
horizantal dimension in producing specific meanings, such meanings
have been affected by the multi-readings (of the text) that result in
semantic change.

Due to analysis, interpretation, and guided inspiration, the theatrical
discourse has the leadership of meanings and semantic indications.

The textual deviation for the manipulation of the acts of reading that is
changed by pronunciation is the core of interest in the present study.

The study, therefore, is intended to identify the causes and elements of
sound production so that the sound could be of an opaque or transparent
semantic indication intended by the utterance. It has according been
divided into four chapters;

The first is the procedural background.

The second represents the theoretical background. It includes three
sections: the first section is concerned with anatomical description of
articulatory and auditory organs and their mechanisms because any
phonological study could be hardly free from such a treatment. The
second section deals with human speech sounds, their description and
articulators according to old as well as modern studies; with the phoneme
as a smallest phonological segment that distinguishes words and with
tone and intonation as two aspects according to which the meaning of an
utterance changes into specific indication. The third section is concerned
with lexical semantics according to De Saussure, Pierce, Augden and
Richards, R. Barthes, and A. Greimas. At the end of this chapter, the
researcher, identrifies some of the basic units concluded from theoretical
background in accordance with the problem of study and its limits. Then,
there is a discussion of some related previous studies.

The third chapter includes the research procedures. The researcher
has analyzed the sample of the study which is represented by four plays



that, to the best knowledge of the researcher, have given rise to a wide
dispution among culturel and mass media. This is the reason behind
choosing the sample. The sample analysis has been based on what the
theoretical background has come up with and on critical articles and
interviews and videotapes.

The fourth chapter is the conclusion that the study has drawn. It can
be summarized as:

The actor receives his ability to achieve a semantic deviation inside the
phonological fields from the nature of sounds and from mastering the
fundamentals of sound Production and techniques of performance.

Conclusions on sound and performance in the discourse of Iraqi
theatrical show has been drawn, and then recommendation, appendices,
list of tables, and biololiography and finally abstract in English have been
added.
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