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Abstract

This study consists of four chapters . The First chapter presents the
methodological framework. The problem is related to the following
point :

1. The most important mental meanings producing the theatrical
costumes used in Iraq theatrical performance .

2. The investigation of the ability of costume implication to produce
the interpretation activity toward the audience as other system of
theatrical performance speech.

The significance of the study is that it studies the interpretation
activity within the limit of theatrical costume neglecting the oneness idea
of meaning and creating many interpretations .

Moreover, it is an addition or a complementary to previous studies
which did not study this topic. The major aim is to introduce the meaning
of costume interpretation in Iragi theatrical performance .

The study is limited to the performances of the National Team for
Acting in Iraq , Baghdad , during 1999-2001 . It ends with definitions of
basic terms.

The second chapter , theoretical Background and previous studies |,
includes three sections. The first section is a general view on the art of
interpretation . It starts with the use of the word in the Glorious Quran
and the Hadith and its concept in the sacred texts , Lahut writings and
rhetoricians . The researcher distinguishes between , Quranic
interpretation and literary interpretation and the relationship between
interpretation and insight to clarify the meaning of speech. The art of
interpretation took a different course in its application and techniques
along with the appearance of the new syllabuses and ideas. It becomes
not limited to religious texts only but its includes also other of knowledge

such as History , sociology , Anthropology , Aesthetics , Literary



criticism , theatre and Folklore in addition to the different semiotic
attitudes and the news opinions especially Existentialism and Anthesisim.

The second section is deviated to philosophical interpretation . It
consists of two parts . The first deals with interpretation in Islamic Arabic
philosophical through . It discusses the notion according to Abid Al-
Qahir Al-Jurjani, Abi Hamid Al-Khazali, Ibn Rush and Muhyi Al-Deen
Ibn Arabi. The second part is related to interpretation in the Western
philosophical thought . It presents the most important theses of the
western philosophers and thinkers each according to his approach or
attitude .

The third section deals with the study of costume interpretation in
theatrical performance stating that costume is a semiological system
which consists of a different number of systems and that it is a complex
semantic system which consists of various meaningful layers. It thus
looks like the other system of theatrical speech performance where it is
difficult to give one explanation or interpretation as there are various
interpretations which lead to other interpretations in front of the
audience . Here , costume interpretation becomes a dynamic action . the
section deals also with the audience , designer of costume, comprehensive
interpretation concept with many examples of Iragi theatrical
performances.

The chapter ends with some indications which result from the
theoretical part and the previous studies. The third chapter presents the
procedures adopted such as the data , samples , techniques , and
approaches . A number of Iraqi plays have been chosen to know the

activity of costume interpretation and what it implies as open readings.



The fourth chapter presents the results arrived at . The most important

ones are .

1.

Costumes accord to a system of coding which allows the audience
(researcher) to interpret it or analyze it according to its symbols .
Costumes are mixed with meaning and submitted to technical units
progress and semantic items to achieve an explicit vision suiting
the audience meaningfully and semantically .

Costumes are characterized by the interwoven mark intensity
which becomes a good motivation to the audience to search the
possible meanings in performance.

The samples are characterized by vagueness and ideological
ambiguity which activates the process of interpretation to reveal
the hidden meanings of the performance system especially the
theatrical costumes .

The multi — speech of the samples between the factual , symtolic
and expressive gives the researcher (interpreter ) the chance to give
different interpretation with different open meanings related to
different costumes , forms , designs , colours, lines and material .
The interrelated and supposed times and places in the samples lead
to interrelatedness and supposition of different meanings and
readings and readings which the theatrical costumes covey .

The chapter includes also the most important conclusions ,
recommendations, suggestions figures, photos, references and an

abstract in English.
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