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Abstract
This dissertation investigates the problem of the ABSOLUTE in

modern painting by exploring its scope of functionality in modern Art
Schools.

The study consists in four chapters. Chapter One is dedicated to the
procedural framework where in the light is shed upon the problem which
has been preoccupying man since the birth of the first civilizations, the
chapter also defines the following two aims:

The specification of the operative mechanisms of the
ABSOLUTE in modern European painting.

Unraveling the conceptual aspects underlining these
manifestations of the functionality of the ABSOLUTE.

The limits of the study have been defined in terms of investigating
the problem of the ABSOLUTE in modern painting during the period
1870-1950 as represented in the works of painters following different
modern schools of thought beginning with Impressionism and ending in
Surrealism. The adopted model of analysis is based upon an analytical
and interpretive approach having a philosophical orientation, both in the
theoretical and procedure treatment of data.

The theoretical framework presented in chapter two comprises, three
sections, the first of which deals with the concept of the ABSOLUTE as
one of the basic notions in major philosophical schools. The second
section tackles the sensual/absolute dichotomy by obviating the
interconnections between the two polars of this dichotomy and drawing a
demarcation line between them.

This section also touches upon the functionality of the creative

genres other than painting within this bioplarity. The third section tackles

stl



the ABSOLUTE in modern painting by studying such rubrics as
“Impressionism between the sensual and the Absolute”, “Expressionism
and Emotion”, “Cubism and the Ideal Form”, “Abstractionism and Pure
Painting”, and “Surrealism and the Absolute”.

Chapter Three is dedicated to the empirical study of the
manifestations of the problem of the ABSOLUTE in Modern European
Painting after defining the population of the study, its samples, and the
method followed. The analysis includes a sample of (20) paintings.

Chapter Four presents the results, conclusions, recommendations
and suggestions. The study has arrived at certain important outcomes
such as:

The problematic issue of the ABSOLUTE represented
one of the important preoccupations across the phases of
philosophical and aesthetic development. Such preoccupation had
its strong impact all modern schools of painting.

Impressionism constituted a turning point between the
Classical Form and the ABSOLUTE through the transformation
of the inner feelings into endless space by relinquishing the
Renaissance principle of centrality .

Cubism depended upon geometrical forms which
partially depart from sensual similarity, by transforming the
classical concepts of time and space into an assumed spatio-
temporal dimension.

The Abstractionists tended to disguise the features of
objects as a way of purifying or refining sensual object in order
to attain the ideal through the passage from the visible into the

absolute invisible.
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The dissertation is finally rounded off with results, suggestions, and,
recommendations together with a bibliography and an Abstract in

English.
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