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ABSTRACT

The language is the basic means human communication. It is the
mirror that reflects people’s cultural values and beliefs. In this
connection, Arabic enjoys a special sublime status among all other
languages since it is honoured by Allah to be the language of the Holy
Koran. Arabic language is an inspirable entity the part of which work
collectively to achieve its ends. Thus, it is important to live up with its
four skills of reading, writing, listening and speaking. Because of its
importance, Arabic should be paid due attention to protect it from any
likely corruption and to maintain its form in complete perfection.
Instrumental in this respect is the study of literature which thinkers and
philosophers consider a living being that grows up with life itself. Hence,
literature is employed to enlighten the youngsters by expanding their
knowledge due to the wealth of experiences it contains.

Although many studies have been carried out to improve the study
of literature, none of them have yet dealt with a very important aspect of
study; nearly, the time of study. More precisely, researchers neglected
specifying the appropriate time for studying lesson by the students i.e.
whether before or after the teachers introduction of it. Some specialists
emphasize the necessity of studying the lesson before it is introduced by
the teacher, others believe in the contrary. Since this issue is highly
disputable and has not been studied yet, the researcher finds it study-
worthy to empirically appreciate the influence of the time of study.

To achieve the objectives of the study, a random sample of sixty-
six fourth year students are chosen from Al-E’atimad preparatory school
for girls. The sample is equally divided into two groups: control (asked to

study before the teacher’s introduction of the lesson) and experimental

A



(asked to study after the teacher’s introduction of the lesson). These two
groups are statistically equated by applying T-test and Q'-test foe age, the
student’s marks in the previous academic year (i.e. third year class) and
for the parents’ standards of education. No statistically significant
differences are found between the two groups at (:.+°) level of
significance.

The researcher has designed eighty-seven behavioural objectives to
cover the eight literary topics nominated by the study as well as
developing special methods for teaching them. At the end of the
experiment, which lasted eleven weeks, the subjects sat for a test
consisted of thirty items in the form of multiple choice, completion and
correspondence questions. The test is estimated by experts to be valid and
reliable.

The study comes to the empirically supported conclusion that
studying the lesson before being introduced by the teacher is more
effective in teaching literary topics for fourth year preparatory school
students. In the light of this conclusion, it is recommended that teachers
should urge their student to prepare the lesson before being introduced in
the classroom. Besides, it is suggested that similar studies involving
students of other classes are to be carried out to ensure the results of this

study.
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