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Abstract

The child's art is considered a very important activity due to the
fact that it has been a source field for various studies which have
attempted to discover its characteristics and stages of growth as well as
their relation to different variables. Nevertheless, some of features
children's art are still vague since the previous studies only concentrated
on the relation between the child's age and his drawings characteristics.
Besides, whereas these studies investigated the artistic growth stages in
relation to his age only, they did not tackle the mental growth as well as
the level of intelligence despite their significance which the present study
handles as its main goal displaying the relation between the
characteristics of children's drawings and their level of intelligence
because every level has its own characteristics.

To show this type of relation, the researcher studied the drawings
of fourth-primary pupils whose age ranged between (9-10) years in
the centre of Babylon Governorate, Hilla City in the academic year
(2000-2001).

The sample of the study included (260) pupils; (150) boys and
(110) girls who were randomly chosen at twenty primary schools; ten for
boys and ten for girls. The research required two tools; the first was
Raven's Test for matrices of successive colours (1947, 1956) which has
been used for defining the levels of the pupils' intelligence. The test
consisted of three groups (A, AB, and B), each of which contained of
twelve items whose goal was to measure a fundamental mental process.

The second was genuinely devised by the researcher herself to
define the characteristics of children's drawings. It consisted of eleven
basic categories having forty-six characteristics of children's drawings. The

researcher dealt with every characteristic as a separate unit of analysis.
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To verify the validity of the tool of measurement as well as its
reliability, Cooper and Scoot formulae were respectively applied. The
results ranged between (89% -90%). Then, the application of these two
tools resulted in specifying the children's drawings into three levels of
intelligence, namely, (high, medium, and low). Finally, the t-formula was
applied to find out the significance of the difference between percentages
of the characteristics of the drawings of each level being compared with
the other two, as well as the same characteristics of both sexes in each
level.

The study proved that there was a very strong relation between the
characteristics of the children's drawings and their level of intelligence.
The characteristics of clever children's drawings differed from those of
low intelligence level, while the characteristics medium intelligence level
fluctuated between the other two levels. The following are the
characteristics of the first level:

1. Realism in which the natural representation of the drawn figures
was very obvious. There was no use of deviation, transparency, and
usefulness.

2. Organizing the figures on various lines, i.e. horizontal, slanted, and
curved.

3. Sketching the subject by various lines (lenient and sharp) using
a pencil before colouring.

4. Accuracy in colouring without transcending the outer lines of the
figure.

5. Variation in the details of the figure.

6. Expression of the movements of the drawn figures.

7. Demonstrating the third dimension by using more than one ground

line as well as size gradation.



The following are the characteristics of the drawings of the low

intelligence level children:

1.
2. Appearance of transparency characteristic.

3.

4. Sketching the subject of the drawings through different lines

© ©o N o o

Various deviations of figures.

A shattered organization of figures.

(lenient and sharp) by using the colour directly.

Ignoring the colouring of the figures and the background.
Reduction of figures details.

Static figures.

Appearance of usefulness.

Geometrical representation of the figures.

The characteristics of the drawings at the medium intelligence level

generally fluctuated between the characteristics of intelligent children's

drawings and those of low intelligence. However, the two sex's drawings

appeared to have some sort of difference only at this level. The boys'

drawings had some of the first level characteristics which can be

illustrated as follows:

1.

Realism and the appearance of non-deviated figures in addition to

moving away from transparency and usefulness.

. Arranging the figures on horizontal lines.

Expression of the movement of the drawn figures.

However, the following drawings characteristics of low intelligent

level were noticed in their drawings:

1.
2.
3.

Ignoring colouring the figure and the background.
Reduction of the figures details.

Geometrical representation of the figures.

C



By contrast, the girls' drawings were characterized by the

following:

1.

Sketching the subject through various lines (lenient and sharp

lines) by using a pencil before colouring.

. Accuracy in colouring without transcending the outer lines of the

figures.
Variation in the figures details.

Natural representation of figures.

Nevertheless, the following drawings characteristics of low

intelligence level children were also observed in their drawings:

1.
2.

Various deviations of figures.

A shattered organization of the figures.

3. Static figures.

On the bases of these findings, it has been concluded that:

. The classification of the characteristics of the children's drawings

on the basis of their intelligence is better than that on the basis of
their age; as the study proved the appearance of distinctive
characteristics in the drawings of intelligent children aging (9-10)
years old which were different from the drawings of the
characteristics of the drawings of low intelligence level children of
the same age. The (9-10) years old intelligent children acted
similarly to children older than them. Their drawings were
characterized by the characteristics of their age stage and the age
stage following it, i.e. the stage of vision realism starting at the
beginning of the tenth year and lasting to the beginning of

adolescence.



As regards children at the low intelligence level, they acted
similarly to children younger than them. This was indicated by the
fact that their drawings were characterized by the appearance of the
drawings characteristics of the age stage preceding theirs, i.e. the
stage of imaginative symbols, starting at the beginning of the
fourth year and lasting to the end of the sixth year.

2. The differences between the characteristics of the drawings of the
two sexes appear only in the drawings of the medium intelligence
level children where boys acted similarly to children at the high
intelligence level in relation to the same characteristics, while girls
acted similarly to children at the low intelligence level as far as the
same characteristics are concerned. Contrarily, the girls acted
similarly to children at the high intelligence level concerning some
characteristics while boys acted similarly to children at the low
intelligence level as far as the same characteristics are concerned as

illustrated in the findings of the research.

The researcher recommended adopting the characteristics of
drawings as indicators to children's intelligence and acknowledging the
specialists in art education with these characteristics. She is also
recommended including children's drawings' as a basic subject in the
syllabuses of girls and boys teachers' training. Additionally, she
recommended using the tool built by the research for the analysis of
children's drawings.

She suggested conducting further studies in fields of education and

art in relation to the topic of the current research.
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