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Abstract

There is unanimity among historians that cultural landscape is viewed as a
key factor for the crystallization of a historical event. The study of this
cultural landscape assists in the clear and accurate understanding of
historical events.

The close relation between the terms ‘culture’ and ‘history”’ gives a clear
mage of the significance of studying the cultural history of modern Iraq,
which is still one of the most important topics that needs more in-depth
study. Despite its critical importance in the formation of the political,
historical, economical, and social structures, the cultural history of Iraq have
been paid little attention by historians.

Culture was one of the most important pillars of the country’s social life
during the 14 July Revolution. It assisted in changing the monarchist regime
and establishing cultural institutions.

This lack of interest in studying the cultural life in Iraq was negatively
reflected on the academic study of the modern cultural life oh Hilla city.

Hence, the study of the cultural life in Hilla is crucial. Hilla has long been
the center of education and arts through out Iraq in all times. It has been
famous for its great poets and writers. The parochial school (Al- Hawza Al-
[imiyah) in Hilla has contributed for centuries to kindle the light of
education in Hilla city.

The purpose of this topic “the cultural life in Hilla from 1958-1968” is to
dispel the darkness that cast a shroud over the cultural life in Hilla city,
clarify its points of strengths and weaknesses, and review the effect of the
social, economic, and political aspects on the cultural life.

The thesis consists of an introduction, three chapters, and a conclusion. The
first chapter covers the situation in Hilla city during the Monarchy Era 1921-
1958. This chapter is an analysis of the political situation and the economic
and social developments in Hilla at this period and their impact on the
cultural life at that time.

The second chapter covers in details the elements of the development of the
cultural movement in Hilla for the period 1958-1968. The chapter includes
branches of knowledge such as academic education, public libraries, theater,
and the press, and there effects on Hilla community. It also includes a brief

A



account on how to prepare forum on culture and examples on prominent
educated people in Hilla and their products that have great effect on the
development of the cultural life in Iraq in general and in Hilla in particular.

The third chapter tackles factors having affected the cultural life in Hilla.
These factors include political, social, and economical events and their
reflections on the cultural life and the improvement in citizen’s standard of
living that resulted in high level of education.

The Conclusion covers the most important findings and facts included in the
thesis.

The thesis reveals that the 14 July Revolution had a significant and obvious
effect on the cultural movement in Iraq in general and Hilla in particular.
Culture was wavering between strength and weakness. Moreover, some of
its aspects were deteriorated because of the political competitiveness having
prevailed the Iraqi political arena at that time.

Educational and cultural institutions were expanded and the government
showed interest in spreading education throughout the country. The
education system witnessed conspicuous improvement through the increase
in the number of schools in all parts of Hilla city. Public libraries and
commercial trading of Arabic and foreign books were also flourished. That
indicated growth of local educational awareness.

Cultural fora were known and widespread in Hilla for along time and during
the period of the study. Most of prominent and educated people of Hilla
have their own forum. Most of the audience was educated people and
writers; ordinary people were also allowed to attend those fora which used to
tackle different topics.

In reviewing newspapers issued in Hilla at that time, it is obvious that Hilla
witnessed different types of cultural aspects that sprang from real life and the
community. Theses cultural aspects also embodied the cultural movement
that Hilla witness during the period covered by the study. Many publications
and newspapers were issued by different educational and cultural institutions
to express their educational and intellectual attitudes.
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