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Abstract

The historical studies that tackled Al Hillah city in all its different

aspects in the Ottoman era are very few in comparison with the studies that
include its history in the Islamic eras. This, perhaps, is due to the difficulty
of the research in such topics because of the rarity of its documents and the
diversity of its premier languages in addition to the wrong evaluation of the
researchers of the Ottoman stage though it was a dark period where All of
Iraq were the stage of conflicts between the Persian and Ottoman countries;
this was one of the reasons that make them refrain the study of that stage.

Hence our choice of the subject of the study is made. The " Al Hillah
in the Eighteenth Century: study of the political, administrative, and
intellectual manners™ is worth studying and research. The other reason that
makes to choose this period is the subject of the study which is studying the
history of The Abdul Jaleels family in Al Hillah. That family which is
thought of falsely as being the same family of (The Abdul Jaleels or The
Jaleels in Mousol ), whereas the history of that family alone is the history
of Al Hillah City.

In fact, the tackling of such topic is not an easy matter because of
difficulties and problem that one has to undergone; and the most
outstanding thing that we faced is the fewness of the resources that talk
about the political, administrative, and intellectual manners of Al Hillah in
the eighteenth century ( the study period) , especially when this stage had
witnessed the fewness of the studies regarding the history of Iraq which we
hoped to get from some of the information about Al Hillah in that stage. In
addition, the fewness of the people specialized in the Ottoman langrage
(which was a mixture of Arabic, Persian, and Turkish) was an additional
cause to that difficulties. Therefore, | was obliged to translate the
documents that | got with high prices and the translation was not literally

but translation of the main idea or the spirit of the documents.
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Choosing the eighteenth century as a historical period of the subject
of the study is because of what this century has witnessed of dangerous
developments that has great impact on the total life in Al Hillah. This
century witnessed the collapse of the Safavids in Persia in commitment
with the proportional quietness in the different cities of Irag including Al
Hillah; and after the return of the Persians under the lead of Nadershah and
his three campaigns to control the Baghdad and through which he
overcomes Al Hillah city located near by the holly Shrines of Karabala and
Najaf. This century witnessed the arrival of the Mamelukes to power for
the period (1749-1800).

| have divided the research into introduction, three chapters, and a
conclusion. The introduction tackles a historical overview about Al Hillah
general manners since the control of the Ottoman in 1534 after being
considered province of Baghdad state, to the beginning of eighteenth
century (1700).

The first chapter is specified with the study of the political manners
of Al Hillah in the eighteenth century, resembled in the arrival of Al Abdul
Jaleel Family to the government chair and staying on it for all the century
period. Then | refer to the origin of this family and the historical stories that
tells that, and the princes of the family that govern Al Hillah in the
eighteenth century and afterwards | dealt with Al Hillah in the eras of
Hassan Basha and Ahmed Basha (1704-1747), especially when Hassan
Basha had made Al Hillah his main Base in the Euphrates Middle Region
and afterwards we referred to what Al Hillah had witnessed in the era of

Mamelukes.

The second chapter is dedicated to the study of administrative
manners of Al Hillah in the eighteenth century starting with the city plan
(that was held before this century). I referred to its location and shape and

its two sides. Its unique location in the middle of Iraq had great importance
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for the Ottomans, and its triangle shape is imposed by the social and

economical circumstances resembled by people needs for nearby water and
the its two sides had most of its features in the last stages. Afterwards, I
tackled the city streets and gates and the centers of power in it showing
what these streets had of important role in the life of the city inhabitants
and visitors; and referring to the names and number of the city gates (
Karabala Gate , Al Hussein Gate , Al Nahar Gate , Al Najaf Gate , Al
Mashhad Gate , and Al Tuhmasia Gate ). | referred to the important
government centers that was found in that period: Al Sarai , Al Kushla ,
and Al Sijin and what they had represent of outstanding government
symbol. | conclude this chapter by referring to the city body that was
consist of tied boat to each other with strong chains, referring at the same
time to the importance of the bridge for the city as mean of crossing above
and transporting the goods and the traffic of the merchandise convoy; then
we tackled the city wall and the time period that it was held in and its role
in protecting and defending the city against the outside dangers. | referred
to what had surrounded the city of villages and gardens starting from the
north of the city to its east. I concluded the chapter by talking about the
most important administrative positions in Al Hillah, and it most important
one is ( The Prince of Hajj ) as Al Hillah was place of gathering and
starting of Iraqi Hajj caravan that include also the pilgrims of Persia ,
India, Sind, Afghan , Uzbek , and Tajik; and there was the position of the
Judge( Al Mufti ) in Al Hillah mentioning their names and periods of
ruling and duties. Then we refer to the position of the Sardar and the
military forces that follows to it , and mentioning the names of persons who
held this position and periods of ruling and duties that he was doing.

The third chapter tackled the intellectual manners of the Al Hillah
city in the eighteenth century where we first tackled the characteristic of
the intellectual life and what it has held in the role of keeping the Arabic

language and its sovereignty against the effect of the foreign languages and
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especially Turkish and Persian. So the study of the Arabic languages in its

two branches ( the Proper , and the Slang ) was one of the characteristics
that the featured the intellectual movement in Al Hillah in that stage.
Afterwards, we tackled the Al Hillah families and their role in
establishing the cultural, religious, and literature committees and they were
doing of great important role that reflects the Al Hillah people in rejecting
the occupiers and resisting them, hence the family of Al Nahwi resembled
in its eldest Sheik Ahmed and his sons afterwards Mohammed Al Rudha
and Al Hadi, and the family of Mr.Sulaiman Al Kabeer and his son
Hussein, were the example of these families and their role in Al Hillah the
broad. The last topic of the third chapter to refer to the men of the
intellectual movement in Al Hillah in the eighteenth century starting with
the poets and the Hillian writers like Mr.Saddiq Al Fahamm and Hussein
Jawoosh and Abdul Rasool Al Turaihi, mentioning some of their poetry,
written works, and their teachers. Then we refer to the poets and authors
that came to Al Hillah in the eighteenth century form the different cities of
Iraq like Hussein Al Eshari and Mohammed bin Al Khalfa. In the
conclusion, | mentioned the more important suggestions that the researcher

get out of the study.



