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Abstract

International relations is one of the broadest subjects which opens
up the widest possible spectrum for historiography. Obviously, because
this domain is usually highly congested with dynamic activities in
politics, economics and in the social and cultural events. Accordingly, the
study of “Iraqi-Turkish Relations (1980-1990A.D.)” assumes a
paramount significance.

The present study is divided into an introduction, an epilogue,
four chapters and a conclusion. The introduction provides an overview of
the dissertation whereas, the epilogue gives in general outlines the history
of Arab-Turkish relations with a rather detailed account on Iraqi-Turkish
relations starting from the fall of the Ottoman Empire in 1922 and the
foundation of the Modern Republic of Turkey up to the nineties of the
past century, highlighting the Turkish attitude towards the most
outstanding events in Irag.

The First Chapter tackles the Turkish attitude towards Iran-lIraq
war. It is subdivided into two sections: The first section deals with the
outbreak of the war in 1980, its main turns, causes, continuation and its
finalization. The section distinguishes between the official attitude held
by the government and the attitudes expressed by journalism, and how
Turkish good offices were viewed. The second section has two axes, the
first of which expounds the reasons for Turkish choice of neutrality and
the factors leading to this attitude in international, economic and regional
arena. The second section spotlights the results and impact of Turkish
resort to neutrality and how Turkey had exploited the war for its bread
basket.

The Second Chapter tackles the Kurdish question, and its impact
on lIraqi-Turkish relations. This chapter also falls into two sections, the
first of which accounts for the Kurdish question in both Turkey and Iraq
and how it was dealt with by the governments of both countries. The
second section tackles the impact of the Kurdish question on the Iraqi-
Turkish relations during the war decade with Iran.

The Third Chapter discusses the water resources problem and
how it has been affecting the Iraqi-Turkish relations. This chapter is,
consequently, subdivided into three sections. The first section deals with
the problem of water prior to the inauguration of GAP tracing up the
roots and development of the problem throughout treaties and
agreements, tracking the legal aspect of the problem as it was debated
among lrag, Turkey and the league of Arab states. The second section
sheds light on the GAP and its impact on Turkish-Iraqgi, lraqi-Turkish
relations. It tracks GAP’s political, economic, and security objectives
besides the Israel factor in this project. The third section studies the
impact of water problem on Iragi-Turkish relations.



The Fourth Chapter is dedicated to the Iraqi-Turkish relations
during the period (1980-1990). It also falls into two sections. The first
section details on the economic and commercial relations between the
two countries, while the second section deals with the axis of oil and that
of the natural gaz trade.

The study has come out with various important results which
bring the history of Irag-Turkey relations into a focus. First, it has been
found that Turkey has since the declaration of the Republic in 1923 been
distancing itself from Muslim and Arab causes. Kemalism, Secularism,
and Etatism could mean nothing short of divorcing Turkey from the East.
This divorce has passively affected the Arabs’ central cause in their
struggle with (Israel). However, when Turkey invaded Cypress and
started to fell the Western noose tighten on its neck, it turned to the Arabs
tactically since it needed the Arabs support in its quarrel with Greece
because of its occupation of the northern part of the Island.

Second, the relations between Turkey and Iraq were generally-
speaking good, but it harbored several knots of differences and
disagreement. There knots include the Kurdish question, the water
resource question and the Turkoman minority living in Iraqg.

Third, the relations between Iraq and Turkey during the Iran-lraq
war were generally good. But Turkey used lip-service to cover its
interests through:

Holding the stick by the middle that is running with the hare and
hunting with the hound, and providing both warring nations with
weapons so as to benefit from Iragi oil buying it in preferable rates
and making the Gulf and Iran a market-place for its shabby industries
and products.

Following up US dictations by weakening both Iran and Iraq and
serving the objectives of (Israel).

Fourth, Turkey would benefit from war in serving its regional
politics towards the Kurds. For a weak Iran will render it the main power
is the Near East. In general, it couldn’t tolerate a powerful Islamic regime
which may upset social balance in south-east Turkey, nor a powerful
nationalist state in Iraq that would affect further deterioration in its
economy.

Fifth, there is the water-oil problem. For Turkey lacks energy and
it, therefore, tries to use its huge water resources through GAP to
influence Iraq and Syria by cornering Iraq to give it oil in preferable
prices, while cornering Syria to abandon completely any idea regarding
Alexandrine, while alleviating pressure from the East against Israel.

Turkey thus is a pro-west country and following this policy has
passively affected its relations with its Muslim and Arab neighbours,
including Iraq.
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