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Abstract

Archaeological sites, houses, and heritage neighborhoods are among the
types of antiquities, and they are of the type of real estate antiquities and tangible
cultural heritage. They represent a bright aspect of the nation’s civilization, living
evidence of the depth of its authenticity and express its civilizational and cultural

identity.

Because of its importance, the Iragi legislator and comparative legislation
have criminalized causing damage to them, regardless of the form in which that
damage occurs. Criminal liability for causing damage to archaeological sites,
houses, and heritage neighborhoods is imposed when the perpetrator excavates in
the archaeological or heritage sites, houses, or neighborhoods, or constructs. Or
planting or residing in it, or modifying, uprooting, deforming, demolishing, or
disposing of its construction materials, or whether using it for fear of damaging it

or changing its original characteristic.

The Iraqi legislator and comparative legislation have criminalized causing
damage to archaeological sites or heritage sites and neighborhoods in a special
law, which is the Heritage and Antiquities Law, in order to protect the nation’s
history and its cultural and civilizational heritage, and to protect tourism and

economic interests.

Criminal liability for causing damage to archaeological sites or heritage
houses and neighborhoods arises from two crimes: the crime of trespassing on
antiquities or heritage, and the crime of causing damage to archaeological sites or
heritage houses and neighborhoods by an employee or representative of a legal

entity.



©)

These two crimes are characterized as being criminalized in special criminal
laws and subject to special provisions. They are multi-act crimes that occur
against tangible cultural heritage and public funds, and affect real estate
antiquities. They are ordinary crimes, felony crimes in lraqgi legislation, and
misdemeanor crimes in comparative legislation. They are also crimes. Positive,

temporary, simple, and intentional, and among the crimes of harm.
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