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Abstract

Studying the residential function is of great importance in urban
geography studies, especially in the city of Hilla, which is located in the
center of Babil Governorate and is considered its center. This study was
concerned with analyzing the variables of the residential function and the
possibility of its sustainability through studying the natural and human
factors that helped in the emergence, development and growth of this
function, and studying its morphological stages from its inception until At
the present time, which helped in shaping the residential structure in
terms of architectural style, street pattern, and urban land uses, as well
as analyzing the variables of the residential function, including urban,
social, and economic, and revealing some of the problems that this
function suffers from and finding appropriate solutions for them using the
SWOT analysis method (S.W.O.T), and developing A future vision for

population, families, and housing units until 2035.

The study used several approaches, including the descriptive,
analytical and historical approach and the use of some statistical
methods. The field study was used by distributing a questionnaire that
was distributed to the neighborhoods of the city of Hilla, which numbered
(97) residential neighborhoods distributed over five sectors. The number
of questionnaires distributed in the study area reached (1508). ) It was
distributed randomly on the basis of the total number of families, which
amounted to (90,389) families.

One of the most important findings of the study is that the city of
Hilla arose and developed as a result of several factors, the most
important of which is nature, represented by the location and position of
the city, the levelness of its surface, and the availability of water
resources represented by the Hilla River and its branches. All of these

factors helped to stabilize the population in the city, and that

A



demographic factors have a clear and important impact, as It reveals the
structure of the city and urban community according to demographic

characteristics.

The study showed that the residential function in the city of Hilla
went through four morphological stages, and the expansion of these
stages was unplanned and regular in the first and second stages, while
in the third and fourth stages, it was based on organization and planning.
The study also showed that the percentage of residential use was high
compared to other uses, as the study revealed. The residential regions in
the city of Hilla were classified into three regions. It also showed the
variables of the residential function and analyzed their urban, social and
economic characteristics according to the five sectors of the city of Hilla.
It showed that the residential units built in the fourth phase occupied the
highest percentages and the majority of the area of their residential units
was (200 square meters) or more. Most of these residential units were
built of cement and brick, and their roofs were made of reinforced

concrete. The percentage of two—story residential units also increased.
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