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Abstract n
Abstract

The current research aims to find out a proposed vision for including
visual thinking skills in social studies textbooks for the primary stage

To achieve the goal of the research, the researcher followed the
descriptive analytical research method in order to suit this research. The
researcher formulated the current research questions by identifying:

1- Identifying the level of availability of visual thinking skills in social
studies books for the primary stage.

2- Providing a proposed scenario for including visual thinking skills in social
studies textbooks for the primary stage.

The research community was determined by social studies books for
the primary stage, fourth grade tenth edition, fifth grade seventh, and sixth
fourth grades, edition for the year (2019-2019-20Y %) for the academic year
(2022-2023)

The researcher chose the research sample represented by shapes, pictures,
drawings, and maps in the content of social studies books for the fourth,
fifth, and sixth grades of primary school.

To achieve the two objectives of the research, the researcher prepared
the analysis tool, the questionnaire, which consisted of (5) main skills and
(30) indicators after presenting it to the scholars and arbitrators.

First: Determine the goal of content analysis:

Second: Determining the unit of analysis: The researcher relied on (the
idea) as the unit of analysis, and the unit of analysis was determined in the
content of all the pictures, drawings, and maps included in the social
studies books, seventh edition (2019) for the primary stage for the
academic year (2022-2023)

Third: Determining the analysis category: The analysis category was
limited to (visual thinking skills) mentioned in the content analysis card for
visual thinking skills, as follows:
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1- The main categories of analysis: The analysis category was determined
by (5) main skills of visual thinking, which are necessary to be
available in textbooks for social studies for the primary stage, which
are.

1- The skill of recognizing and describing shape, which is the individual’s
ability to recognize the dimensions and nature of all the apparent
characteristics of the known visual stimulus.

2- The skill of analyzing form is the ability to see the relationships within
a visual stimulus and determine the characteristics of those
relationships and classify the.

3- The skill of linking relationships in form is the ability to link the
elements of relationships in form and find those correspondences
between them and fallacies in them.

4- The skill of perceiving and interpreting ambiguity, which is the
individual’s ability to recognize shortcomings and defects in the visual
stimulus and direct thinking in the correct form.

5- The skill of extracting meanings is the ability to infer new meanings
and reach scientific concepts and principles through the presented form.

2- Sub-categories of analysis: The sub-skills (indicators and connotations)
in visual thinking have been identified, which accurately express the
main skills of visual thinking, which must be available in the social
studies textbooks for the primary stage, which number (30) indicators of
visual thinking.

Fourth: Determining the unit of enumeration: The repetition of visual

thinking skills included in the social studies curricula for the primary stage

(repetition of visual thinking skills) was relied upon as a unit of

enumeration in analyzing the research sample.

Fifth: Applying the research tool: In order for the analysis to be scientific

and objective, a number of steps or principles must be followed that help in
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the process of identifying ideas. The researcher extracted the validity of the
tool through the percentage: it was used in extracting the percentage of
frequencies and the hypothetical mean: it was used in extracting the cut-off
percentage. For repetition and the Cooper equation (Coopr): The researcher
used it to extract the stability of the analysis and the Chi-square to extract
validity.

-The researcher reached the results of the analysis:

1- The social studies book for the fourth grade of primary school achieved
four main skills, but did not achieve one skill, which is extracting
meanings.

2- The social studies book for the fifth grade of primary school achieved
three main skills but did not achieve two skills: linking relationships in
shape and the skill of analyzing shape.

3- The social studies book for the sixth grade of primary school achieved
three main skills, but did not achieve two skills: connecting relationships
in form and the skill of perceiving and interpreting ambiguity.

In light of the results of the current research, the researcher concludes the
following:

1- The social studies books in the primary stage did not reflect visual
thinking skills in their content, and the number of them included in the
books was (1501) repeatedly, with a percentage of (100%).

2- Lack of clear visual thinking skills, even if they exist in a negligible
percentage, especially in the main topics.

3- Social studies books do not take into account individual differences
among students with regard to including the principles of visual
thinking.

4- The weak application of these skills by a number of social teachers and

their lack of knowledge about them
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In light of the research results and conclusions, the researcher

recommends the following:

1- The need for subject teachers to keep up with modern trends in
teaching their subject.

2- Emphasis on educational specialists in guiding social studies teachers
and emphasizing innovation and thinking and the importance of using
them in teaching social studies books.

As a continuation of the current research, the researcher proposes:

1- Conducting more studies and analytical research on the social studies
curriculum in other educational levels, such as visual intelligence and
spatial intelligence.

2- Conduct research to determine the extent to which social

studies teachers employ visual thinking skills.



