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Abstract

The study aims to determine (the level of first-year intermediate
school female students in oral expression skills and their relationship
to speech quality standards).

To achieve the study goal, the researcher formulated the following
questions:

1- What are the oral expression skills necessary for first-year middle
school students?

2- What is the level of first-year intermediate school students in oral
expression skills determined by the researcher?

3- What are the standards of speech quality necessary for first-year
intermediate school students?

4- What is the level of first-year intermediate school students in
speech quality standards?

5- Is there a relationship between the average scores of oral
expression skills and the average scores of speech quality standards?

The researcher adopted the descriptive approach in the study
methodology and procedures, and the study population reached
(2224) female students. The researcher chose a stratified random
sample, and the study sample reached (222) female first-year
intermediate students, representing a percentage of (10%) of the
original study population.

To achieve the study objectives, the researcher reviewed the
literature and previous studies that dealt with oral expression skills
and standards of speech quality. The researcher prepared two lists, the
first of which included oral expression skills, which amounted to (5)
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main skills, namely (intellectual - linguistic - phonetic - semantic -
personal) and sub-skills consisting of: (21) indicators.

As for the second list, it included standards for the quality of speech,
as it amounted to (5) main standards, which are (correct pronunciation
of sounds, sentences and words, standards for deducing correct ideas,
sentences and phrases that express the content of the situation,
standards for choosing ideas and organizing them correctly, standard
for using signs and features that express the content of the speech.
The criterion for adapting speech and adhering to politeness to the
audience of listeners. It consisted of (45) indicators. For each skill, the
researcher developed (3) three alternatives (available, somewhat
available, not available). After verifying their validity and reliability,
they were applied to the study sample, and then the data were
processed. Statistically using statistical methods (Pearson correlation
coefficient, chi-square, weighted mean, percentile weight, and
Cronbach's alpha coefficient), the study reached the following results:

1- Intellectual skill came in first place, with a weighted mean (1.949)
and a percentage weight (65%).

2- Linguistic skill came in second place, with a weighted mean (1.768)
and a percentage weight (59%).

3-Vocal skill came in third place with a weighted mean (1.761) and a
percentage weight (58%).

4-The insinuating skill came in fourth place with a weighted mean
(1.612) and a percentage weight (54%).

5- Personal skill came in fifth place with a weighted mean (1.554) and a
percentage weight (51%).
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As for speech quality standards, the researcher extracted the
weighted mean and percentage weight for each quality standard and
reached the following results.

1- The criterion for correctly pronouncing sounds, words, and
sentences ranked first with a weighted mean (1.959) and a percentage
weight (65.3%).

2- The criterion for eliciting correct ideas, sentences, and phrases that
express the content of the situation came in second place, with a
weighted mean (1.814) and a percentage weight (60.467%).

3- The criterion for selecting ideas and organizing them correctly came
in third place, with a weighted mean (1.809) and a percentage weight
(60.3%).

4- The criterion for using signs and features that express the content of
the hadith came in fourth place, with a weighted mean (1.756) and a
percentage weight (58.53%).

5- The criterion of adapting speech and adhering to politeness with the
audience of listeners came in fifth place, with a weighted mean (1.729)
and a percentage weight (57.3%).

Based on the results of the study, the researcher concluded the
following:

1- The lack of interest of Arabic language teachers in the skill of oral
expression, as they consider it unimportant in their view, and that the
written language is more important than the oral language.

2- The subject of expression does not receive the importance it
deserves in the intermediate stage due to the rest of the branches of
the Arabic language being given greater importance.
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The researcher recommended:

1- Paying attention to activities that increase students’ experiences in
oral expression skills and standards of speech quality, which take them
outside of traditional classroom areas.

2- Holding training courses for Arabic language teachers in the
intermediate stage to demonstrate the importance of oral expression
skills, and thus the necessity of using methods that help to develop
them and advance them in the educational situation.

In light of the conclusions and recommendations, the researcher
suggested the following:

1- Conducting a similar study to identify the level of intermediate stage
students in oral expression.

2- Conducting a study aimed at building a remedial program to develop
oral expression skills and speech quality standards for middle school
students.

3- Conducting a similar study on evaluating the performance of middle
school students using speech quality standards.



