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"The legal dispute over the delimitation of territorial waters in the Caspian Sea
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Abstract:
The Caspian Sea represents a unique legal and geopolitical case, as it is the largest enclosed body of water in
the world, bordered by five countries: Russia, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Iran, and Azerbaijan. The absence of
an agreed legal classification for the sea—whether it should be treated as a sea governed by international
maritime law or as a lake requiring consensual division—has led to a prolonged conflict over boundary
delimitation and the distribution of vast oil and gas resources. The core issue lies in the stark divergence in the
countries’ claims regarding territorial waters and the continental shelf prior to reaching a comprehensive
settlement.The study concludes that the 2018 Aktau Convention introduced a hybrid solution that balances the
characteristics of both seas and lakes through:
e Legal Classification: The convention avoided an explicit classification but adopted a system combining
sovereignty and cooperation.
o Territorial Waters Definition: It established a 15-nautical-mile exclusive territorial water zone for each
littoral state, followed by an additional 10 nautical miles designated as an exclusive fishing zone.
e Seabed Delimitation: The convention maintained the principle of shared surface water use beyond the fishing
zones but left the delimitation of the seabed and continental shelf to future bilateral or multilateral agreements,
leaving some core issues unresolved.
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