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ِن   ِ الرهْْحَ الرهِحيِ ِبْسمِ اَّلله  

 
ٍء َقِديٌر ) ِّ ََشْ ي ِبيَِدِه اْلُمْْلُ َوُهَو عَََل ُكِ ِ ي  ١تَبَاَرَك اَّله ِ ( اَّله

ًلا َوُهَو الْ  ُُُّكْ َأْحَسُن ََعَ َعزِيُز َخَلَق اْلَمْوَت َواْلَحيَاَة ِليَبُْلَوُُكْ َأي
  (٢اْلغَُفوُر )

 
العظي   العل   صدق للا   

(  ٢_ ١سورة املْل )    
 
 

 

In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful 

 

 

(( Blessed be he in whose hand is Dominion, and he over all things 
hath (1) He Who created Death and Life, that He may try which of 
you is best in deed: and He is the Exalted in Might, Oft-Forgiving 
(2) )) 
 

                                                 Allah spoke  the truth 

 
                                      Surah Al Mulk verse  

                                                                              Ali (2006: 554) 
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                                   To 

my parents with love and respect  
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                                      Abstract 

 
     This paper tries to shed light on the Concept of antonymy with 

reference to Al-Imam Al-Hasan sermon on the merit of his father .  The 

current study aims at:  (1) 1-Finding out the definition of antonym. (2-)   

Revealing the types of antonym  used Al-Imam Al-Hasan . (3-)  

Pinpointing the most prevailing sort  that distinguish Al-Imam Al-Hasan?. 

Consequently ,it is hypothesized that:(1-) Antonym is a word that has the 

exact opposite meaning of another word .( 2- )There are three types of 

antonyms .(3-)Gradable antonym is the most preponderant  type in Al-

imam Al-Hasan speech .Finally , this paper comes up with the following 

conclusions :  Antonyms are two forms with opposite meaning. There are 

three types of antonyms .Complementary antonym and relational antonym 

are the most frequent types utilized  by Al-Imam Al-Hasan.  

 

 

   Key words : Antonyms  , Al-Imam Al –Hasan Sermon  , Types 



1 
 

 

Chapter One 

                                 Introduction 

1. The Problem  

 

         Language is a complex but fundamental human skill, the goal of 

which is communication among individuals. To fulfill this goal, speakers 

and listeners have to perform a number of distinct tasks, among them 

associating words with their meanings (semantics). Hence , words are 

single unit of language. They are not only treated as containers or fulfilling 

specific “roles”; they also have relations such as antonym . Antonym 

represents opposite semantic relation between a word and the other word 

or among words in the same part of speech, such as tall-short (adjective -

adjective), quickly-slowly (adverb- adverb).This paper tires to answer 

these question: 

1.what  is meant by antonym? 

2. what are the types of antonym? 

3. Which types of antonym do Al-Imam Al-Hasan  use in his speech?  

 

1.2 Aims 

     It aims at :  

1-Finding out the definition of antonym . 

2-   Revealing the types of antonym used Al-Imam Al-Hasan . 

3- Pinpointing the most prevailing sort  that distinguish Al-Imam Al-

Hasan? 
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1.3 Hypotheses 

       It hypothesized that :  

 

1-Antonym is a word that has the exact opposite meaning of another word . 

2- There are three types of antonym .  

3-Gradable antonym is the most preponderant  type in Al-imam Al-Hasan 

speech  .   

 

 

1.4 Procedures  

To achieve the aims of the study and verify its hypotheses, the following steps 

will be adopted: 

1-Presenting a comprehensive study  about  antonym . 

2-Analyzing Al- imam Al-Hasan Sermon on the Merit of his father 

,depending on  the information developed by the researcher followed by a 

statistical analysis of the results. 

3-Drawing some conclusions to estimate the validity of the hypotheses of 

the current work.  

 

1.5  Limits  

       The study is limited to investigating the concept of antonyms 

regarding their use in the Al Imam Al- Hassan Sermon. 

   

1.6  Value of the study 
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       The current study hoped to be of value to those interested in 

linguistics. It is; also,  expected that it would be beneficial for students to 

know more about Al-imam Al-Hassan ̓s rhetoric.  

 

 

Chapter Two 

 

Theoretical Background  
2.1 Lexical Relations 

 
             Semantics means the study of the meaning of words, phrases and 

sentences. In semantic analysis, there is always an effort to concentrate on 

what the words conventionally mean, rather than on what a speaker want 

the words to mean on a special situation. Linguistic semantics deals with 

the conventional meaning conveyed by the use of words and sentences of a 

language (Yule,2006:114). 

 

         Meaning, however, involves more than just the semantic 

interpretation of an utterance. Semantics is the technical term used to refer 

to the study of meaning. The meaning of word is determined by the words 

arrangements in sentences or other words (Pennycook, 1997:1). 

 

          Jones (2002:21) states that lexical relations are relationship of the 

meaning of a word to other words. Meaning may be is one of several 

features or component which together can be said to make up the meaning 

of a word or utterance. Lexical relations include hyponyms, metonyms, 

homonyms, synonyms, and antonyms.      
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2.2 Definitions of Antonym  

 

      An antonym is a semantic term for a word that has an opposite  

meaning to another word. Also known as a counter term, the word 

“antonym” comes from a combination of two Greek terms: “anti,” which 

means “opposite,” and “-onym,” which comes from “onoma,” meaning 

“name.”( articles/antonym-meaning-explained)  

 

      It is one of the semantic relations that are very useful. Antonym pairs 

are often used in texts and in a large number of proverbs and idioms to 

achieve rhetorical effects. Antonymy plays a remarking significant role in 

language teaching and learning, which can be shown in many definitions 

(Biber et al,1998:17). 

 

        Egan (1968:41) defines antonym as a word so opposed in meaning to 

another word; it’s equal in breadth or range of application, that is, negates 

or nullifies every single one of its implications”. This definition shows 

clearly what makes two words be antonyms. The antonym pairs are equal 

in breadth or range of application but opposed in meaning. And the words 

which contrast in meaning may not be antonyms because they may be 

different in their breadth or range of application. 
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        Leech (1981:316) puts forward the definition of antonym in 

Semantics that “the opposite meaning relation between the words is 

antonymy and word of opposite meaning is antonym. 

 

 

 

2.2.1 The Classification of Antonym 

 

      Palmer (1982:94-100) classifies three kinds of antonyms, those are 

:gradable antonym, complementary antonym, and relational antonym.  

 

2.2.1.1 Gradable Antonym. 

 

 

       A gradable antonym is one of a pair of words with opposite meanings 

where the two meanings lie on a continuous spectrum. Temperature is 

such a continuous spectrum so hot and cold, two meanings on opposite 

ends of the spectrum, are gradable antonyms. Other examples 

include: heavy : light, fat : skinny, dark : light, young : old, early : late, em

pty : full, dull : interesting (Web Source 1). 

 

 

      Gradable antonym deals with the level of words, it means that there is 

something/anything between. For instance, the one can say today is not 

hot, it may mean today is not cold. There is scale or space exist between 

hot and cold, it swarm (Adisutrisno,2008:86). 

 

      Gradable antonym is the commonest type of antonymy. The antonym 

pairs like hot/cold, big/small and tall/short all belong to the gradable 



 

6 

 

antonyms. One can find that they are mainly adjectives. The gradable 

antonymy has three characteristics: first, as the name suggests, they are 

gradable, that is, the members of a pair differ in terms of degree; second, 

antonyms of this kind are graded against different norms; third, one 

member of a pair, usually the term for the higher degree, serves as the 

cover term. (Hu, 2001:164). 

 

 

2.2.1.2 Complementary Antonym 

 

      As Cruse (1986:11) describes it, the essence of a pair of 

complementary antonym is that between them they exhaustively divide 

some conceptual domain into two mutually exclusive compartments, so 

that what does not fall into one of the compartments must necessarily fall 

into the other. The members of the antonym pairs of this kind is 

complementary to each other. 

 

      Complementary antonym is the meaning of the word is absolute, not 

relative (reverse to gradable type), there is only one possibility of meaning 

which is fixed, there is no intermediate ground between two of them. If 

dead is existing, then one is not alive. There is no word to be existed 

between dead and alive, the (Adisutrisno,2008:89). 

 

       A complementary antonym, sometimes called a binary or 

contradictory antonym (Aarts, Chalker & Weiner 2014), is one of a pair of 

words with opposite meanings, where the two meanings do not lie on a 

continuous spectrum. There is no continuous spectrum between odd and 
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even but they are opposite in meaning and are therefore complementary 

antonyms. Other examples include: mortal : immortal, exit : entrance, 

exhale : inhale, occupied : vacant(Web Source 2).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.2.1.3 Relational Antonym 

 

        According to the name of this type, between the two words have the 

relation. For instance, parent and child. Someone can’t be called parent if 

she/he doesn’t have child, and vice versa. To summarize, one exists only 

because the other does. This is a special type of antonymy in which the 

members of a pair do not constitute positive-negative opposition. They 

show the reversal of a relationship between two entities (Biber et al,1998: 

24). 

          Egan (1968:53) describe these antonym pairs as pairs of words 

which include such a relationship that one of them cannot be used without 

suggesting the other. Therefore one can see that there is a huge difference 

between converseantonymy and the other two subtypes of antonymy, that 

is, one should presupposes the other as for the two members that involved 

in an antonym pair. 
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Chapter Three  

 

                          Testing and Date Collection 

 

3.1 Al-Imam Al-Hasan Sermon on the Merit of his father  

 

       He praised Allah and prayed for the prophet Mohammad (p.b.h) then 

said: This night death has been come to a man who is neither preceded by 

previous great man nor followed by a next great one like him. He was 

fighting with the prophet Mohammad and he had redeemed him. The 

prophet had directed this man with his flag as he had surrounded by 

Gabriel from his right and Michael from his left and thus he did not 

comeback until Allah achieves the victory by this man. Then he died at the 

same night in which Jesses had been ascended into the heaven and Joshua 

son of Noon had died. Actually he passed away without leaving any piece 

of money (neither silver nor gold) excepts 7.00 dirham to purchase a 

servant to his family. ....then Imam Hassan cried for his father’s death and 
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his audience cried with him too...then he said: I’m the son of the 

auspicious and the warner, I’m the son of the brightening light, I’m the son 

of the caller for Allah, I’m the son of those who Allah removed all 

abomination from them and made them pure. I’m the son of those where 

Allah mentioned them in His Quran saying “ No reward do I ask of you for 

this, except the love of those near of kin” . Finally anyone do good deeds 

we increase his work and the best good deeds is to love and follow us as 

the family of the prophet Mohammad (p.b.h). 

 

 

3.2 Text Analysis:  

 

        Imam Hassan’s orations are full of religious, rhetoric and political 

content since he is wise Enough to control and direct people to the right 

side by using an effective language. A complementary  antonym is evident 

in the following sentence  “ this night death has been come to a man who 

is neither preceded by previous great man nor followed by a next great 

one like him” .  which appears in words like “ previous X next”  and 

“preceded X followed. ,in which Al-imam Al-Hasan describes the 

personality of his  father .  Also ,  in  the following sentence  “ The 

prophet had directed this man with his flag as he had surrounded by 

Gabriel from his right and Michael from his left and thus he did not 

comeback until Allah achieves the victory by this man” . In words like 

“right X left” . And in this sentence “I’m the son of the auspicious and 

the warner” in these words “ auspicious X warner”.  
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      Again , Al –Imam Al-Hasan describes his father’s asceticism in  this 

sentence “Actually he passed away without leaving any piece of money 

(neither silver nor gold are Complementary Antonymy )” . Silver and 

gold Complementary antonym.  

 

Gradable antonym  

     Al-imam Al-Hasan uses gradable antonym in this sentence “ I’m the 

son of those who Allah removed all abomination from them and made 

them pure” in words  such as “Abomination x pure” to describe his 

father’s   traits . 

Relational Antonym  

       Al-imam Al-Hassan uses relational antonym in these sentences “I’m 

the son of the brightening light”, “I’m the son of the caller for Allah” , 

“I’m the son of those who Allah removed all abomination from them 

and made them pure”. “I’m the son of those where Allah mentioned 

them in His Quran saying”. And “I’m the son of the auspicious and the 

warner ”This beautiful praise and compliment came to bemoan the loss of 

the most prominent personality in Islam.   

 

Table (1) : The Overall Frequencies and Percentages of Antonym and its 

Types.  

Percentage 

 

Frequency Types of antonym  

9.09% 1 Gradable Antonymy 
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45.45% 5 Complementary Antonymy 

 

45.45% 5 Relational Antonymy 

 

The preceding table summarizes the types of antonyms used by Al-Imam 

Al- Hasan to issue his rhetorical speeches to describe his father . The table 

shows that complementary antonym and relational antonym are the most 

frequent types utilized  by Al-Imam Al-Hasan. He exploits them with the 

frequency of (5) and the ratio of (45.45%). Concerning gradable antonym, 

Al-Imam Al- Hasan employs this kind  (1) with a percentage (9.09%).   

 

 

 

Chapter Four 

Conclusion 

 

4. Conclusion  

The study has arrived at the following conclusions:  

1) Antonyms are two forms with opposite meaning . This validates the 

first hypothesis. 

2) There are three types of antonyms : gradable antonym, 

complementary antonym, and relational antonym . This validates the 

second  hypothesis.  
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3) Complementary antonym and relational antonym are the most 

frequent types utilized  by Al-Imam Al-Hasan. This verified third 

hypothesis .  
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